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Today is the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time. It begins a period of reflection on the meaning of “riches” for individuals
and communities. We read a love song to the spirit of wisdom. The Psalm and Hebrews both continue this meditation on wisdom and the Word of God. Mark personalizes
these reflections by the story of a good man who wants only
to move closer to eternal life, but finds his way blocked by
his own success. He walks away sadly from Jesus.
The choice could not be clearer, but even a good man,
recognized as such by Jesus, finds it impossible to uproot
himself from his possessions. The lesson is both about the
treasure that is Wisdom — eternal life, that is Jesus — and
the power of our attachment to things that are not eternal.
We must choose again and again which path we will make
our own.
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The first reading is about wisdom. It is a love poem written
to the object of the author’s desire. The author loves wisdom itself and experiences wisdom as the source of all
good things, all riches. The psalm tells us that wisdom is
kindness. It is knowing and doing the work of God. It is
understanding what our life is for. The second reading from Hebrews recognizes that Wisdom is, in fact, the Word of
God, Jesus. The source of our continuing life is Jesus. Mark makes this even more personal with the story of one man. A
good man who has observed the laws from his youth, even in the loving presence of Jesus, cannot find the strength to
leave his worldly possession behind and follow.
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Who does not strive to be successful? What good person does not want to be able to provide for their family all the necessities of life, to assure that they will have the means to feed, clothe, shelter, educate, and care for themselves and
those they love as well as help their neighbors, strangers, the needy? Isn’t that what is asked of us, to love God and our
neighbor as ourselves? The readings today make clear that even more is required of us. We must do all those things and
we must realize that doing so is only the first step to understanding what is at the center our lives. We must realize that
our accomplishments are not the measure of our value and worth. However successful or unsuccessful we are, our
worth is measured by the truth that Jesus suffered, died, and rose for us. To truly know that, we must let go of everything else that roots us in time, space, and expectation and be willing to follow eternity.
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: Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 [17-27]
© J. S. Paluch Company
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“The word of God is living and
effective, sharper than any twoedged sword.”
— Hebrews 4:12a
Sunday, October 14
Vigil
†Rob Bitter
7:30
†Tony Phillips
9:00
†Mary Ann Whalen
11:30
†Paul Nguyen & Family
1:30
†En Memoria de la
Familia Tony Suesposo y
bebe
6
Parishioners
Monday, October 15
6:30
†Frank Boyle
8:00
†Michele Lilly
Tuesday, October 16
6:30
Sr. Claudine Hagerty
(70 years)
8:00
†Beesie Mulvihill
Wednesday, October 17
6:30
Mark McDaniel
8:00
†George DiFrancesco
Thursday, October 18
6:30
†Mary Ann Whalen
8:00
†Elaine Clarke
Friday, October 19
6:30
†Jean M. DiMeo
8:00
†Edward Welsh
Saturday, October 20
8:00
†Serafia Galinta
Sunday, October 21
Vigil
†George & Jeanette Heim
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Isabella Lanza
11:30
†Serafia Galinta
1:30
†Filomena & Antonio
Moniz
6
†Edward Cabral
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His Holiness, Pope Francis
Saint Martha House
00120 Citta del Vaticano,
Vatican City

P

USCCB

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston
1700 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002

A

C
Archbishop Charles Chaput
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
222 N. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19301

Gratitude
Serving in Love
Our readings today are wonderfully
consoling and wildly challenging. If
we take them to heart, they just
might change our lives. For they
should call us to profound gratitude
for all that God has done for us and
inspire us to live lives of thanksgiving and obedience to Him in response to His overwhelming love
and mercy.
In the Gospel Reading, from Mark,
Jesus tells us in His own words how
we can thank Him and how our lives
can reflect greatness in His eyes —
we can imitate Him. He tells us,
“Whoever wishes to be great among
you will be your servant; whoever
wishes to be first among you will be
the slave of all. For the Son of Man
did not come to be served but to
serve and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”
Our God has ransomed our lives.
In truth, this “ransom” means our

†

PRAYERS & READINGS
P
H
: Corinne Kerrigan,
Greg Kleckner, Maria Palfy, Julian D’Orazio,
Maria Morales, Michael Fullam, Mary Corcoran, Tim Dippel, Alice Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed Rofi, Guillermo, Maldonado, Rudy
Spina, Helen Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ann Sassaman, Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank
Henriquez, Phyllis McCullough, Patricia
Boyce, Louanne Armstrong, Joan Schauble,
Ruth Chavez, John F. Erickson, Trudy DiNardo, Debra Ulicny, Roberto Barajas, Joseph
Mongiello, Mary Alice Spina, Sue Birmingham, Todd Monastero, Dan Petrella, Julianne
Zelov, Guillermo Lopez, Maura Tehrani Henderson, Kate Fullam, Marion Fries, Isabelle
Oravecz, Midge Malloy, Bob Denney, Mary
Pyne, William R. Ewing, Jackson Kahn, Marc
Palfy, Mary Ann Gallagher, Missy Schwartz,
Eduardo “Lalo” Quintana, Joseph Morelli,
Gerry Hughes, James Buroker, Fr. Ted Antry,
Layne McHugh
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA; Pvt. Jessica
Flowers USA; Pvt. Michael Flowers, USA;
Capt. Rob Kersey, USN; Capt. Spencer
Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin Lansford, USA;
Pvt. Bryan McCormick, USA; Lt. Col.
James Merenda, USAF; Lt. Nicholas
Prestipino, USA ; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; Maj. Brian
Wallin, DO, USA

lives are not
our own but
belong to
God. We must
do what He
asks us to do
with them.
And He has
told us clearly what to do — serve
others in love as we have been
served in love by Him.
This is why service for the Christian Steward is not an add-on to our
already busy lives. It is our life.
Over the course of the next week,
take these readings to heart. Reflect
on the remarkable love God has
shown for you. Then look carefully at
your daily life. Is it an imitation of
the servant-love of your Brother and
Savior? What changes do you need
to make, perhaps just in attitude, or
perhaps to the trajectory of your life
as a whole, to live in grateful service
to the One who loves you so?
© catholicsteward.com

“The Church is a
perpetually defeated
thing that always
outlives her conquerors.”
— Hilaire Belloc

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31 -5:1; Ps 113:1b-5a, 6-7; Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 4345, 47-48; Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4,
6; Lk 11:42-46
Thursday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps
145:10-13, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9
Friday: Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5,
12-13; Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab,
4-7; Lk 12:8-12
Sunday: Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 1820, 22; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45
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sage of God’s love for them. He suggested a couple things
I might consider, granted now this is Fred and not The
Archangel Michael. Fred suggested that I write a simple
message on a sheet of paper (I suggested I type it and he
agreed). The message was this: “JESUS LOVES YOU.”
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Fred also suggested I place the message in an envelope
and put it somewhere special. The altar came to mind,
but Fred suggested something even better. Place the mesbegan my homily with the question, “Do you believe in
sage near the Tabernacle.
During the homily I told the story of Fred and I think I
dreams?” I mean the kind that you enter into when sleephad the children’s’ attention for a few minutes. I mening and the kind that wake you up wondering if that was
tioned the special message from Angel
real or not? Maybe it was the result of
Fred and that he asked me to leave it in
what you may have eaten the night bethe most special place in Church. I
fore.”
asked the students where they thought
The night before I was to celebrate
that might be and one suggested the
the First Friday School Mass for the last
altar. (Great minds think alike.)
time as pastor, I dreamed what I was to
I thanked the student and said there
say to the students of our school as well
was an even more special spot. Another
as the faculty and parents that would be
student suggested the Tabernacle. I
present. It would be my last homily to
sensed that I had their attention. I went
the school as Pastor with my retirement
over to the Tabernacle, picked up the
the end of this month and I wanted it to
envelope and said it was a very special
memorable.
message from the “Big Man” and I need
Earlier that week, we had celebrated
to read it to them.
the feast day of the Guardian Angels. I
By now I think they were all on to me
wondered about St. Michael The Archand I read the message. “JESUS
angel, and what he might suggest I say
LOVES YOU.” I presented that mesto the children. However, Michael was
sage to the newly appointed President of
busy, it seems, with the whole world
the Student Council with the challenge
praying to him at the request of Pope
that he shares it throughout his time in
Francis. Lately, Michael The Archangel
Office. He agreed.
has been busy big time!
This was a message to the school
It seems that my dream was relegatchildren, but it is a message we can all
ed to another angel who I discovered
take to heart during these difficult
was called the Angel Fred. It might have
times. We all need to remember that
had to do with something I read several
Jesus does indeed love us. We need to
years ago about an Angel Fred and how
remember that it is the Church of Jesus
he was originally chosen to announce
Christ and that Christ will never abanthe good news to the Blessed Mother,
S
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don His Church. And knowing that the
but somehow got sidetracked and the
Saint Michael, the Archangel,
gates of Hell will never prevail against
Archangel Gabriel got the call. And
defend us in battle.
His Church as Christ told St. Peter.
there I was…left with the Angel Fred.
Be our safeguard against the
Saint Michael the Archangel, thanks
In my dream that night, Fred asked
wickedness and snares of the devil; for sending Fred. Nothing against the
that I call him Fred and not Angel and
May God rebuke him,
Angel Fred, but I believe we will be recitwanted to know what I wanted from
we humbly pray
ing St. Michael’s prayer a lot. I don’t
him. Basically, I asked if he could help
and do thou,
think Fred has a prayer yet, but he cerme with a message to the school chilO Prince of the heavenly hosts,
tainly came through in a pinch. And
dren. No problem, was his quick reby the power of God,
don’t forget to thank your Guardian Ansponse. Maybe too quick a response, I
Thrust into hell Satan and
gel daily for helping you on your way to
thought. What’s the worst thing that
all the evil spirits who
meeting Jesus.
could happen? I’d probably wake up.
Wander through the World
— Father Mike
Well I told Fred that I wanted to
for the ruin of souls.
share with the students a simple mes-

Pastor’s Pulpit
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“We often hear the claim that we shouldn’t press for laws that impose our morality on others. But no one really believes
that kind of argument because it makes no sense. In practice, all law involves imposing certain moral claims on other
people. Persons who support permissive abortion or same-sex unions, for example, are very comfortable in coercing the
public through the courts and lawmaking process. As Christians we should be equally comfortable—and even more zealous—in defending the human person and advancing human dignity through legislative and judicial means. That said...if
we try to give everything that’s morally good the force of the law, people will sooner or later start to think that whatever
is legal is also moral. In other words, laws can’t solve all our moral problems.”
1 Archbishop Charles Chaput, Faith in the Public Square, https://www.crisismagazine.com/2014/law-morality-public-discourse-christians-can-rebuild-culture
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You can RSVP now for Fr. Mike’s retirement party on Saturday, Oct 27, immediately following the 5:30
vigil
Mass. If you haven’t done so yet, please
RSVP for this FREE tribute to Fr. Mike
on his retirement as our pastor. RSVP
NOW: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=07ecdb
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Where in the world
is Fr. Steve on his
sabbatical? Recently, he was spotted near this famous Statuary in a
European capital
city (see photo at
right). Hint: The person in
the middle is someone you are very familiar with. Can
you identify the other two people in the statue AND the
city? See Page 6 for the answers.
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In an article published early
last week titled “There are
Hopeful Signs from Rome,
But Stay Vigilant,” Msgr.
Charles Pope from Washington, DC, encouraged Catholics to “…stay angry at sin
and corruption – but let your
anger take the form of holy
perseverance, not unholy
bitterness.”1
Msgr. Pope reported on a
Vatican communique issued
on Oct 6 where Pope Francis
said:
After the publication of the accusations regarding the
conduct of Archbishop Theodore Edgar McCarrick, the
Holy Father Pope Francis, aware of and concerned by
the confusion that these accusations are causing in the
conscience of the faithful, has established that the following be communicated:
… The Holy Father ordered a thorough preliminary
investigation … which was carried out by the Archdiocese of New York, at the conclusion of which the relative documentation was forwarded to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. …
Moreover … the Holy Father has decided that information gathered during the preliminary investigation
be combined with a further thorough study of the en-

tire documentation present in the Archives of the
Dicasteries and Offices of the Holy See regarding the
former Cardinal McCarrick, in order to ascertain all
the relevant facts, to place them in their historical context and to evaluate them objectively.
The Holy See is conscious that, from the examination
of the facts and of the circumstances, it may emerge
that choices were taken that would not be consonant
with a contemporary approach to such issues. However, as Pope Francis has said: “We will follow the path
of truth wherever it may lead” (Philadelphia, Sept. 27
2015). Both abuse and its cover-up can no longer be
tolerated and a different treatment for Bishops who
have committed or covered up abuse, in fact represents a form of clericalism that is no longer acceptable.
… As previously made known, the Holy Father has
convened a meeting of the Presidents of the Bishops’
Conferences from around the world for next February,
while the words of his recent Letter to the People of
God still resonate: “The only way that we have to respond to this evil that has darkened so many lives is to
experience it as a task regarding all of us as the People
of God … ” (Aug. 20, 2018).2
Msgr. Pope commented, “Stay strong, persistent, faithful
and properly angry, fellow Catholics. Although it is a step
in the right direction, one communique cannot solve this
mess. Affirm it, but continue to demand action. Insist
that the communique be a true path forward both to the
November meeting of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and the February meeting of
Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences called by the
Pope.”
View Msgr. Pope’s article and the Pope Francis Communique at
the following websites:
1 http://www.ncregister.com/blog/msgr-pope/there-arehopeful-signs-from-rome-but-stay-vigilant
2 http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/
pubblico/2018/10/06/0731/01548.html
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Contact Parish Council Members and Staff to let them know
how you feel about the scandal:
Nathan Ball nathanwball@gmail.com
Brian Fila brianmfila@gmail.com
Mary Beth Fritz mbf1212@hotmail.com
Paul Lavallee prlavallee@msn.com
David Makowicz dmak1990@gmail.com
Marie Martino martinom666@gmail.com
Stephany Ziegler sziegjr@aol.com
Martha Wilbur marthawilbur05@hotmail.com

S
Fr. Mike mlee@parish.stnorbert.org
Fr. Steve salbero@parish.stnorbert.org
Fr. Arul aamairaj@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon John jlozano@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon Steve smartino@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Christmyer mchristmyer@parish.stnorbert.org
Dan D’Auria ddauria@parish.stnorbert.org
Javier DeAllende jdeallende@parish.stnorbert.org
Clare Field ckane@parish.stnorbert.org
Ed Grady egrady@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Griswold mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
Mary Kay Hennessy mkhennessey@stnorbert.org
Laura Peterson lpeterson@parish.stnorbert.org
Ann Simpson asimpson@parish.stnorbert.org
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Please return your filled Legacy of
Life Foundation Bottles this
weekend Oct 13-14. Your gift of small change, cash and
checks saves lives and transforms families! C
:
Joe Maxwell at jfmaxwell@verizon.net
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When to enroll? Late penalties?
What’s covered and what’s not?
How much does this cost?
What’s supplemental insurance and how much do I need?
Bring your questions and talk
to a Medicare Specialist.
Sponsored by St. Norbert’s
50+ Group. FREE. Sunday, Oct 28, immediately
following the 11:30
Mass at
12:15
, St. Norbert School Dining Hall. Refreshments
served. Designed for friendly advice and NO SALES
PITCH. Learn how to get and stay Medicare Insurance
ready. RSVP: Kevin Horan 610.296.4687
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The Fall sessions start on Tuesdays, Oct
9, 16, 23, 30 and Nov 6 and 13, 7-8:30
, at St. Patrick’s in Malvern. C : Pat at 610.647.8280 or Sharon at
301.775.5709 for more information.
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Are you interested in learning more about the
Catholic faith? Whether you are an adult who
has never been baptized, you were baptized in a
different faith community, you have been away
from the Church, or you are an adult Catholic
who doesn’t feel they had a solid faith formation, we invite you to journey with us! NO COMMITMENT is required. This is a time to ask questions, explore Catholic
spirituality and deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ
in a relaxed, conversational setting. Weekly RCIA sessions Mondays, at 7
. C
: Lorrie Grady at
610.405.0610 lhg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at
610.513.9768 HankFila@gmail.com

50+ G

H

H

Tuesday, Nov 13 from 4-7
at
LaCabra Brewery located at 642
Lancaster, Berwyn across from train
station. Beer and wine will be available plus a
food menu. Parking is behind building.
C
: Joan Reed 610.358.4449
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If you are not receiving emails from St. Norbert’s then we don’t have you on our list. Contact:
Ann Simpson at asimpson@parish.stnorbert.org
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“The church needs...to heal wounds and to warm the
hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity. I see
the church as a field hospital after battle...Heal the
wounds, heal the wounds...And you have to start from
the ground up.” – Pope Francis
Gethsemani Way helps those in
the trenches to navigate their way
through the chaos of addictions.
Our mission is to provide spiritual
nourishment, reaching out to
those in need by listening, sharing, suggesting, guiding, and offering avenues for growth and healing.
In Recovery? Explore the spirituality of 12 Steps from
our Catholic Christian perspective through a Gethsemani
Way 12 Step Spirituality Night this Sunday, Oct 14, at
7:30
following our 6
Youth Mass. Each Month, we
focus on one of the 12 Steps and how our Catholic faith
has helped, supported and provided direction in the personal journey “On The Way.” These monthly evenings are
open only to people in 12 Step programs (AA, Al-Anon,
Gamblers Anonymous, etc.). C
: Martin K
610.291.1140
Concerned For A Loved One? Addictions touch almost every family. We all know someone who is affected
by an addiction of some kind, whether alcohol, drugs,
pornography, eating, spending, video screens, or something else. At our Gethsemani Way Prayer Nights,
Thursday, Oct 18, at 7
, we pray as a community for all
who are struggling with addictions. There are opportunities to offer intentions for the afflicted, healing prayer,
silence with our Lord in Adoration, Reconciliation, Benediction as well as a chance to meet, share, and be supported by others. C
: Mark Christmyer 610.644.1655
ext 131
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A faith sharing experience around the book “Polarization
in the US Catholic Church: Naming the Wounds, Beginning to Heal” at Daylesford Abbey at 7
on Thursdays

50+ Group

NYC T

T
Wed, Oct 17
8
departure from St.
Norbert’s, Return 8
Dropped off in the NYC
Theater District
Discount Theater
tickets on Wednesdays

Food: Bagels & juice on way up; hoagies
(Italian or turkey) on ride home
Cost: $50 per person RSVP: TODAY
C
:
Marianne O’Neill at marianneo219@gmail.com

(till 11/8). Cost: $20 for the book and a free-will donation to the Abbey. Registration:
http://daylesfordabbey.org/occasion/polarization-inthe-us-catholic-church-naming-the-wounds-beginningto-heal/
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: Fr. Steve was spotted in Prague
near the Sculpture of Saints Norbert founder of the
Norbertines (in the middle), Wenceslaus a martyr,
Czech prince and patron (left) and Sigismund also a
martyr, king, Czech prince and eternal warrior. This
sandstone statue on the Charles Bridge was created by
Josef Max in 1853 and given to the city by Abbot Jeroym
Zeidler from the Norbertine Strahov Monastery. This is
the third statuary of St. Norbert with the other two destroyed during war and lost.
50 A
A
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D
: Nov 16 at
Aronimink Golf Club. Funds Norbertines’ mission, feeding and housing the poor. C
: Jeanne Byrne at
610.647.2530 ext 118 or jeannebyrne@daylesford.org

ABBEYFEST CHRISTMAS SALE
Over 40% off on 2019 Tickets
$35 Day-of Price NOW $20
Limited Time Offer
TheAbbeyFest.com
S .G
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Food Cupboard
Outreach
Wine Tasting &
Parish Social
Saturday, Nov 10,
6:30
$50 Per person
in advance
20 Highly-rated Wines
Paired Finger Foods
Smooth Jazz
Socialize & Get
Wine Educated

Reservations:
See StNorbert.org
For Ticket Form
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Drop or mail form below to St. Norbert Parish Office
with CHECK Payable to:
St. Norbert Church: Notation: Food Cupboard Outreach
Name(s)________________________________
Email: ________________________________
Phone: ________________________________
Number Attending: ______ @$50/Person
Total Enclosed: $________
C
: Rob Healy at rhealyconsulting@gmail.com

