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Advent, as a time of preparation for Christmas, echoes the pregnancy of Mary. Something is stirring within us, and we
await the coming of Jesus. Although we the Church have observed Advent and Christmas many times, God is always
offering something new to us. Like the angel asked Mary, God is always asking us to allow Christ to be born in and
through us. Christ wishes to make himself at home within us and increase his presence in our hearts. Like pregnancy, at
times God’s activity within us can be disorienting and confusing. The story of Elizabeth and Mary reminds us that however uncertain we may be about what God is up to in our lives, we have cause to rejoice--because God is indeed good
and will truly bring blessing to us. And through the fruit of our own wombs, God will bring blessing to the world.
T
’ R
: Mic 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
© J. S. Paluch Company
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Children of the parish are
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somewhat focused on Santa
Claus these days, who is
keeping an eye on who’s
naughty and who’s nice.
Santa Claus, with his heavenly patron Saint Nicholas,
has been more or less in
charge of gift-giving to
American children for a
hundred years or so. In other places, perhaps more attentive to our Christian tradition, there are different
gift-bearers. In Greece, Saint
Basil delivers the presents
on his feast day, December
31, and makes sure everyone
is sprinkled with holy water.
The Baby Jesus is in charge
elsewhere, called the
Christkind in Austria and
Belgium, El Niño Jesús in
Colombia, and Le Petit Jesus
in France, where he shares
his duties with Père Noël. In the Czech Republic almost
everyone is atheist, but Jezisek, the infant Jesus, brings
gifts to one and all. In Poland the “Star Man” is said to
bring the gifts, although often he turns out to be the
village priest in disguise. Saint Nicholas, not his Americanized cousin, is the giver in Holland, where he wears

M

a bishop’s miter, and in Russia, where he wears a bishop’s
crown. Soviet Communist
Russia tried to dethrone
Saint Nicholas and promote
Grandfather Frost, but no
one was much fooled by this
attempt to squeeze religion
out of Christ’s birth. One
country has a saintly woman
in charge of the gifts, Saint
Lucy, honored in Sweden on
December 13, when children
serve their parents breakfast
in bed, and others awake to
news that they have been
nominated for a Nobel Prize.
Some children have a second
round of gifts on Epiphany,
when the Magi assume the
gift-giving duties. In general,
the gifts of Christmas are
simple pleasures, not great
heaps of treasures. Once upon a time, a new pair of
socks or an orange was
enough for us. No matter what gifts we receive, all of
them are to point us to the true gift, and the true giver:
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
— Rev. James Field, © J. S. Paluch Company
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“Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.”
– Luke 1:42

Sunday, December 23
5:30
Janet Hogan
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Mary J. Morezzi
11:30
†Felice DiFrancesco
1:30
Spanish Mass
6
†Robert Buzga
Monday, December 24
4:00
All Masses
6:00
for Living
8:00
and Deceased
11:00
Parishioners
Tuesday, December 25
7:30
All Masses
8:00
for Living
11:30
and Deceased
1:30
Parishioners
Wednesday, December 26
6:30
No 6:30
Mass
8:00
†Dorothy McNeila
Thursday, December 27
6:30
Lord’s Blessings on Kitty
O’Leary
8:00
†Dr. & Mrs. Andrew
Corcoran
Friday, December 28
6:30
†Jim Linquist
8:00
†Nicolino Melchiorre
Saturday, December 29
8:00
†Susan Horning
Sunday, December 30
5:30
†Nancy Finocchio
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Mario Melchiorre
11:30
†Mary Ann Whalen
1:30
Consuelo Castro
6
†Aaron Gelstine

H

W

Fulltime experienced custodian
needed at St. Norbert Parish.
Experience with a wide range
of trades along with routine
cleaning and maintenance
tasks. Ability to organize,
administer and personally
perform all work necessary to
provide a safe, clean and well
maintained environment for
our parish campus, buildings,
grounds and equipment.

C

:

Send resume to Dan D’Auria,
Business Manager at
ddauria@parish.stnorbert.org
Please: No phone calls

Gratitude
Agents of Hope
Mary gave birth; she gave us Jesus,
the Light of the world. A simple story
that plunges us into the event that
changes our history for ever. Everything, that night, became a source of
hope….
The faith we proclaim tonight
makes us see God present in all those
situations where we think he is absent. He is present in the unwelcomed visitor, often unrecognizable,
who walks through our cities and our
neighborhoods, who travels on our
buses and knocks on our doors.…
This same faith impels us to make
space for a new social imagination, and
not to be afraid of experiencing new
forms of relationship, in which none
have to feel that there is no room for
them on this earth. Christmas is a time
for turning the power of fear into the
power of charity, into power for a new
imagination of charity.…
In the Child of Bethlehem, God

†

PRAYERS & READINGS
P
H
: Corinne
Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner, Maria
Palfy, Julian D’Orazio, Maria
Morales, Michael Fullam, Mary
Corcoran, Tim Dippel, Alice
Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed
Rofi, Guillermo Maldonado,
Helen Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ann Sassaman,
Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank Henriquez, Patricia Boyce, Louanne Armstrong,
Ruth Chavez, John F. Erickson, Debra Ulicny,
Roberto Barajas, Joseph Mongiello, Mary
Alice Spina, Sue Birmingham, Todd Monastero, Dan Petrella, , Kate Fullam, Marion
Fries, Isabelle Oravecz, Midge Malloy, Bob
Denney, Mary Pyne, William R. Ewing, Jackson Kahn, Marc Palfy, Mary Ann Gallagher,
Missy Schwartz, Eduardo “Lalo” Quintana,
Joseph Morelli, Gerry Hughes, James Buroker, Layne McHugh, Deborah Nagle
R
P
: Julianne Adams Zelov,
Eva Capriola
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA; Pvt. Jessica
Flowers USA; Pvt. Michael Flowers, USA;
Capt. Rob Kersey, USN; Capt. Spencer
Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin Lansford, USA;
Pvt. Bryan McCormick, USA; Lt. Col.
James Merenda, USAF; Lt. Nicholas
Prestipino, USA ; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; Maj. Brian
Wallin, DO, USA, Lt. Col. Keith Benedict,
USA

comes to meet us and make us active
sharers in the life around us. He offers himself to us, so that we can
take him into our arms, lift him and
embrace him. So that in him we will
not be afraid to take into our arms,
raise up and embrace the thirsty, the
stranger, the naked, the sick, the
imprisoned…
In this Child, God invites us to be
messengers of hope. He invites us to
become sentinels for all those bowed
down by the despair born of encountering so many closed doors. In this
child, God makes us agents of his
hospitality.
Moved by the joy of the gift, little
Child of Bethlehem, we ask that your
crying may shake us from our indifference and open our eyes to those
who are suffering. May your tenderness awaken our sensitivity and recognize our call to see you in all those
who arrive in our cities, in our histories, in our lives. May your revolutionary tenderness persuade us to
feel our call to be agents of the hope
and tenderness of our people.
– Pope Francis Midnight Mass, 12/24/17

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a,
16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:45, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 2225; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]; Night: Is 9:1
-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk
2:1-14; Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1,
6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20; Day:
Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn
1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt
10:17-22
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 56, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday: 1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Ps 124:2-5,
7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b
-6; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm
1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2
-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1
Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
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“Dear Mr. and Mrs. Claus:
I feel so blessed to be able to have the opportunity to
be spending Christmas with my children sober and
clean. And now, thanks to you, they will have an even
more unforgettable day." – MC
“On behalf of Gaudenzia New Image, we as a group of
women and children would like to thank you for
choosing our program for your generous donations!
We all are extremely thankful and grateful for what
you are doing for our families! Many of us women do
not have much to give our children a proper Christmas that they truly deserve. Thank you for bringing
a bit more cheer to us all and making our Christmas
much happier!”
Sincerely,
BB
New Image -Gaudenzia
Although I’ve only been the Pastor at St. Norbert’s for a
little over a month, I have been overwhelmed by the immense generosity of you our parishioners for our fellow
brothers and sisters.
I’d like to thank Marsha and Manny Menendez, Carol
Coyne Shannahan and their Christmas Giving Tree team.
Over six weeks ago, they began
planning, recruiting and working
first on the Military Prayer
Chains created to express our
sincere thanks and spirituality for
those who serve in our Armed
Forces protecting our country
and way of life. Betty Collins,
Marianne D’Agostino, and Kay
Wasson coordinated this effort
from beginning to end. A big
thank you too to all those volunteers who stayed after Mass to
write, paste and create the prayer
chains that were sent overseas to
our loved ones.
Then there were the unsung
heroes who organized and held
the Ornament Party for the
Christmas Giving Trees. In particular, Cele
McCarthy made thousands of Giving Tree
Labels with gift requests. A labor of love!
In all, over 1,400 gifts were collected and
distributed this Christmas. I’ll let Marsha
Menendez finish this Christmas Story:
“Manny and I, as well as several parishioners – Ron and Marie Pollack, Bob Walentis
and Karen Pyne, Bob Brink (5th year), Elizabeth VondemHagen, and Carol Coyne Shannahan – traveled to each of the charities to
deliver the gifts you donate. Thanks to you,
we are able to help over 10 charities care
for those less fortunate this Christmas.

Several highlights of our deliveries include St. Gabe’s
Parish were Sister Eileen was overwhelmed when we gave
her the Fresh Grocer gift cards saying,
‘You don’t know
what a blessing this
is to our people who
have to make the
difficult choice between food, rent, a
mortgage payment
or gifts for Christmas this year.
Thank you so much.’
“Then there was the Gaudenzia
truck that arrived to take all the gifts
to the West Chester Campus. The
same two gentlemen who drove the
truck last year, arrived again. There
were warm hugs exchanged as we
loaded the truck so fast that we were
able to pretend to load my husband’s
bicycle on the truck as a gift. Everyone got a hearty laugh out of that and
Manny got his dear bike back.
“For the first time, we visited Our
Mother’s House. Once again, smiles,
excitement and thank yous occur. As
I receive their joy, I am on a mountaintop shouting with joy internally
and sending a prayer of thanksgiving
to God for all of you who give so
much at St. Norbert’s. As we tour
their facility, a detailed discussion
follows of their joys, triumphs, and
struggles as they provide love,
support and care to single Moms
who choose life. Without hesitation, we leave knowing that your
gifts are being well received and so
appreciated.
“Without exception the directors, coordinators and volunteers
at each charity share expressions
of gratitude, thankfulness, and joy
to us. I want to pass these genuine
feelings on to each of you. You
are the reason for these experiences of joy! You give of yourselves
to reach out to those whom you most likely
will never meet. How can I express to you
these yearly graces which through your generosity are bestowed on us? How can I make
you feel their expressions of Love that I and
those individuals mentioned above are asked
to pass on to You?”
Thank you all for my first wonderful Christmas here at St. Norbert’s. We are blessed.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
– Fr. Steve
PS: If you’d like to help next year contact
Marsha or Carol AND there are more ways to
serve here at St. Norbert’s so JOIN IN!
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issues, thoughts, response to these initiatives and future
efforts. Please contact or talk to:
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Nathan Ball nathanwball@gmail.com
Brian Fila brianmfila@gmail.com
Mary Beth Fritz mbf1212@hotmail.com
Paul Lavallee prlavallee@msn.com
David Makowicz dmak1990@gmail.com
Marie Martino martinom666@gmail.com
Jeanne Oswald jandaruss@verizon.net
Stephany Ziegler sziegjr@aol.com
Martha Wilbur marthawilbur05@hotmail.com
OR
parishcouncil@parish.stnorbert.org
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NOTE: The content of this article is posted on our website.

In response to this Fall’s revelations of
clerical sexual abuse, your Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC) has been diligently working to respond to these disheartening
events.
So far, the PPC has responded in the following ways:
L
: The PPC has expressed our concerns in letters
and emails to:
 Pope Francis letter link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/
pdf/Parish%20Council/Final%20Pope%20Letter.pdf



Cardinal Daniel DiNardo President of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) email
link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%20Council/



Archbishop Charles Chaput email link: http://

Letter%20to%20Cardinal%20DiNardo.pdf
parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%20Council/Letter%
20to%20Archbishop%20Chaput.pdf Archbishop Chaput
response link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%
20Council/Letter%20and%20response%20to%
20Archbishop%20Chaput.pdf

P
: The PPC has created a special online petition
for parishioners and other concerned Catholics to sign
that recommends a specific way for our Bishops to provide ongoing public assurance that all instances of potential sexual abuse are being referred to law enforcement
authorities and that all credibly accused abusers are being removed from ministry. Link to Petition: https://

Visit Parish.StNorbert.org
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NEXT STEPS
R
: The Parish Council encourages you to review
these letters and, perhaps, send your own letter to Pope
Francis and our Bishops or forward them these letters.
P
: We encourage you to sign the online Petition and send the link to family members, friends and
other concerned Catholics in your network for review and
signature. The more signatures we can collect on the Petition, the more force the proposal will have when brought
to the attention of the Bishops and those in a position to
influence them.
C
: The PPC is continuing to discern, discuss,
evaluate and develop additional initiatives on this subject. We also want to hear from you about your concerns,
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Please join us for Walking with Purpose
(WWP) starting Tuesday, Jan 8 at 9
in
the St. Norbert School cafeteria. We will be
continuing two courses:
1) Opening Your Heart, the Starting
Point
2) Keeping in Balance,

C
C

: Lisa McGowan at mcgowanlh@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS
SCHEDULE
Make your plans now for Christmas.
Don’t forget that the 4 pm Children’s Liturgy is the most
attended Mass. Come early to sit in your regular seat.
Saturday, December 22, Vigil 5:30
Sunday, December 23, 4th Sunday of Advent
7:30, 9, 11:30
, 1:30 Spanish Mass, 6

www.gopetition.com/petitions/request-for-us-catholic-bishopsto-certify-sex-abuse-reporting.html

M
H
N
: The last Thursday of every month, Fr. Arul has been leading a Guided Meditation
Holy Hour organized by the Parish Council. These evenings are designed to provide a time for all to pray for
those abused, our Church and parish. The evenings are
from 7-8 pm in the St. Norbert Church with prayer, Confession, Adoration, and Benediction. The next evening
will be Thursday, Jan 31 at 7 pm.
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CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASSES
Monday, December 24
Children’s Liturgy Church and Oratory (Overflow)
6 ,8
and 11
CHRISTMAS DAY
Tuesday, December 25
7:30, 9, 11:30
& 1:30
Spanish Mass
(No 6
Youth Mass)
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, December 29, Vigil 5:30
Sunday, December 30
7:30, 9, 11:30
; 1:30
Spanish Mass, 6

SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD
Monday, December 31, Vigil 5:30
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 10
O
No matter what your present status is in the Catholic
Church; no matter your family or marital status;
no matter where you are in the practice of faith;
no matter your personal history, age or background;
no matter what your self-image may be; YOU
are invited, welcomed,
and loved at St. Norbert Parish.
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Our Respect Life Ministry
will sponsor the annual March for Life bus trip on Friday, Jan 18 to Washington, DC, in support of “all lives
matter.” C
: Joe Maxwell of the Respect for Life
Ministry at 610.955. 5701 or jf.maxwell@verizon.net
C
: Seat reservation S15 person for parishioners.
RSVP: Send checks to Joe at 2310 Pine View Drive, Malvern, PA 19355. T
: Bus leaves St. Norbert at 8:45
and returns at 7:15 . R
: Visit
the table in the Narthex the weekends of Jan 6-7 and 1314. To sign up for a spot on the bus, go to:
https://www.kofcpaoli.org/respect-for-life/
L
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Make your plans now for a
50+Group Spiritual Retreat at the
Family Life Center at Malvern Retreat House on Thursday, Jan 24,
from 9
-2:30
. Fr. James
McGuinn, a dynamic speaker and
Parochial Vicar at St. John
the Baptist
parish in Manayunk, will
direct our 2nd annual spiritual retreat. The retreat day will focus on
understanding what Catholic evangelization is, and how we can help
our parish and ourselves grow in
the area of evangelization. Fr. Jim
will inspire you to become a fully
devoted disciple of Christ. The day
includes Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, personal reflection time,
and fellowship over breakfast and lunch. C
: $36 per
person. RSVP early to reserve your place! D
:
Friday Jan 18. Drop off or mail the registration form below along with payment to the Parish Office. C
:
Barbara DiGuglielmo at bbarbdi@aol.com or
610.283.5548

R
50+ Day of Recollection at Malvern Retreat House
Thursday, Jan 24, 9
-2:30
Name(s):_________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________
E-Mail: _________________________________
Total Enclosed: ________ ($36/person, cash or check
payable to St. Norbert 50+ Group)
D
completed form with payment to the Parish Office
(50 Leopard Road, Paoli PA 19301) no later than Friday, January 18,
2019. If the Office is closed, just use the mail slot next to the front door.

C
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First Honors: Haley Garecht
Second Honors: Abigail Griswold
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On Sunday, Jan 6, parishes across the Philadelphia Archdiocese will be holding a special Holy Hour to pray for an
increase in vocations
and for God to grant
clarity to men discerning the priesthood.
In our area, this
Holy Hour will be
held at St. Elizabeth Parish in
Chester Springs
Sunday, Jan 6 at 2
.
As part of the
Archdiocesan-wide
Called by Name program, parishioners are invited to
nominate men who you consider may make good priests.
If you know a young man, aged 16-45, who has the qualities to be a good and holy priest, you can nominate them
by visiting the website heedthecall.org/calledbyname.
Nominees will then be invited to connect with the Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood for discernment
programs and support.
Parishes throughout the Archdiocese are praying collectively as a community of faith on Jan 6. Thank you for
joining your prayers with theirs. For a full list of hosting
parishes, visit heedthecall.org/holyhour.
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Kim Daniels, Associate Director of the Initiative on
Catholic Social Thought and Public Life at Georgetown
University, will present the 2019 Cardinal Foley Lecture
on “From Anger to Renewal: Communications and the Crisis in the
Church” at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary on Monday, Jan 28 at 7 pm. Kim
was appointed by Pope Francs as a Member of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication in 2016 and has been a lead advisor to the US bishops and Catholic organizations on issues where Church
teachings intersect with public life, including immigration, human life and dignity, religious liberty, and care for
creation. She also was a leader for the Overcoming Polarization in a Divided Nation Through Catholic
Social Thought conference at Georgetown in June
2018. She is a graduate of Princeton University and the
University of Chicago Law School. RSVP: Kim Daniels’
lecture is free, but please register at https://goo.gl/
forms/b9TSkf6sopuyxKgk1 St. Charles Seminary is at
100 East Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood, PA 19096
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Our next mission to serve lunch at the
St. Francis Inn in the Kensington area
of Philadelphia will be on Friday, Jan
18. The Inn serves the daily needs of the poor and homeless with food, clothing, and hospitality. Our St. Norbert’s
ministry has served every month for many years. Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older. Help break the cycle
of homelessness and poverty. C
: Cal Fastuca at
cal.fastuca@me.com
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Join us for the 15th annual Xanten retreat
for high school students.
Jan 11-13
at St. Mary of Providence retreat center in Elverson.
R
:
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=88b9ef
C

: Clare Field at cfield@parish.stnorbert.org
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St. Norbert Parish is developing a comprehensive Emergency Management Plan
and we need you! We are looking for individuals with experience in security, retired or active law enforcement or military to help serve
on our planning committee. C
: Barrie Fila at
filab@becket-lee.com Please include information regarding your experience and availability.
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Growing in Faith
This Christmas, give a special spiritual gift
to a loved one. Our parish Book Store has
many great books and timeless
classics including our own Deacon John Lozano’s new book
“Becoming a Fervent Disciple,”
C.S. Lewis’ “Mere Christianity,” Fr. Richard
Rohr’s “Breathing Underwater,” and more.
Check out the Narthex books for yourself or
someone you love.
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Men: Want to go deeper in your spiritual life? Learn
techniques master by the saints? Rediscover the true
desires of your heart? If so, That Man Is You is for You.
Join other men Thursdays, starting Jan 10, at 6-7:30
in the St. Norbert School Dining Hall. Learn a
structured approach to spirituality, make true progress in a
spiritual life, encounter Jesus and transform your life and
those around you. Featuring a hot breakfast.
C
: Tom Cancelmo at
tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com
R
: https://admin.paradisusdei.org/
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Nathan Ball nathanwball@gmail.com
Brian Fila brianmfila@gmail.com
Mary Beth Fritz mbf1212@hotmail.com
Paul Lavallee prlavallee@msn.com
David Makowicz dmak1990@gmail.com
Marie Martino martinom666@gmail.com

Jeanne Oswald jandaruss@verizon.net
Stephany Ziegler sziegjr@aol.com
Martha Wilbur marthawilbur05@hotmail.com
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Join us the 1st Friday of
every month for our Festival of Praise music to move
your soul with our own
FireHill Worship group.
The next FOP will be Friday, Jan 4 at 7:30
in
the St. Norbert Church.
Encounter Jesus through Contemporary Christian praise
and worship music. C
: Mark Griswold at
610.644.1655 ext.114 or mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
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Fr. Steve salbero@parish.stnorbert.org
Fr. Arul aamalraj@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon John jlozano@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon Steve smartino@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Christmyer mchristmyer@parish.stnorbert.org
Dan D’Auria ddauria@parish.stnorbert.org
Clare Field cfield@parish.stnorbert.org
Ed Grady egrady@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Griswold mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
Mary Kay Hennessy mkhennessy@stnorbert.org
Laura Peterson lpeterson@parish.stnorbert.org
Ann Simpson asimpson@parish.stnorbert.org
P
O
: 610.644.1655
O
D
: 8:30
to 3
or by appointment

