December 30, 2018
Happy New Year!
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Christmas celebrates the Incarnation, the “en-flesh-ment” of God as a
human person. In Jesus, God is bodily present in the human story.
Today we honor the Holy Family, helping us to see that God is active
in daily family life. God is near at hand, amidst the tensions, joys, and
uncertainties of family life. As our Gospel passage describes, even with
family miscommunications and with limited understanding of Jesus’
mission, the Holy Family persevered in their life together. Like many
family conflicts, there was no immediate or clear resolution of the issues raised by Jesus and by Mary. God’s intentions for the family, and
for Jesus, were still unfolding. They continued to stay connected with
each other and with God. Within the turbulence of family life, they
trusted God to actively sustain and guide them into an uncertain future.
We are invited to follow their example.
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The story of Hannah and her son Samuel in today’s reading from 1
Samuel was especially important for Luke’s Gospel. The passage describes the presentation of young Samuel to the priest Eli as part of the
story of the faith of Hannah. Hannah had been in great suffering, as she
had long desired to have a son, and saw this as central to her vocation
and identity. Hannah’s deep honesty with God during her distress, together with her confident persistence in prayer, reveals her as a model
of faith. Luke links Hannah to Mary through the Magnificat song in Luke 1, which mirrors Hannah’s joyous song in 1
Samuel 2. Luke links young Samuel to Jesus, through the presentation in the Temple in Luke 2.
Luke is suggesting that God is up to something big. Just as Samuel initiated a turning point in Israel’s history, Jesus is
about to open a new chapter in human history. Their stories are rooted in the remarkable faith of their mothers, Hannah and Mary.
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Today’s passage from Luke is the only story about Jesus in the Gospels that occurs between Jesus’ infancy and his adult
ministry. Luke uses the story to weave these elements together.
This story, like all the infancy passages, emphasizes that Jesus was born Son of God. Jesus’ first spoken words in Luke
conclude with “I must be in my Father’s house.” God is his Father, and Jesus speaks as God’s Son.
Luke connects the future ministry of Jesus with the scene at the temple with the teachers. Jesus’ listeners are
astounded at his wisdom. This anticipates similar scenes as an adult. Luke also subtly hints at Jesus’ resurrection, with
details such as the question “why were you looking for me?” similar to “why do you seek the living one among the
dead?” Luke invites us to see his Gospel as an integrated whole, weaving together Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection.
T
’ R
: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 or Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 2124 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Lk 2:41-52
© J. S. Paluch Company
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“Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we shall be has not yet been
revealed.” – 1 John 3:2a

Sunday, December 30
5:30
†Nancy Finocchio
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Mario Melchiorre
11:30
†Mary Ann Whalen
1:30
Consuelo Castro
6
†Aaron Gelstine
Monday, December 31
No 6:30
Mass
8:00
†Serafia Galinta
Tuesday, January 1
10:00
†Peggy Fragassi
Wednesday, January 2
6:30
†William Grishaw
8:00
†Thomas Morelli
Thursday, January 3
6:30
†Gracie Bodin Haydel
8:00
Blessings on Fr. Mike’s
Retirement
Friday, January 4, First Friday
6:30
†Delfino Finocchio
8:00
†Mary Lyons & Lord’s
Blessings on Corinne
Kerrigan
9:00
†Andy Lappin
Saturday, January 5
8:00
†Soul of Beatrice Corcoran
Sunday, January 6
5:30
Legion of Mary Request
For New Members
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Ann Clarke
11:30
†Albert & Kenneth Fuchs
1:30
†Carlos Aldana
6
†Joseph Dougherty, Jr.
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Fulltime experienced custodian
needed at St. Norbert Parish.
Experience with a wide range
of trades along with routine
cleaning and maintenance
tasks. Ability to organize,
administer and personally
perform all work necessary to
provide a safe, clean and well
maintained environment for
our parish campus, buildings,
grounds and equipment.

C
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Send resume to Dan D’Auria,
Business Manager at
ddauria@parish.stnorbert.org
Please: No phone calls

Gratitude
Making Priorities
The Holy Family experienced many
of the same joys and trials that all
parents and children experience today. And, so, we can look to this
Family for help in our own family
lives and see in them a model of
stewardship in family life.
The Gospel passage from Luke
starts by telling us something about
Jesus’ parents: “Each year Jesus’
parents went to Jerusalem for the
feast of the Passover, and when he
was twelve years old, they went up
according to festival custom.” This
Family took seriously the stewardship of their time. The “Holy Couple”
carefully observed the traditions and
practice of their Jewish faith and
brought up their Son to do the same.
They worshiped as a family, and with
their faith community. And they did
so faithfully.
We can take their example to heart
by making Sunday Mass attendance

a priority for our
families, by making prayer with
our family a priority every day, by
making sure that
we regularly celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and by observing in our
family life the
feasts and fasts appropriate to the
liturgical calendar.
When we, as families, prioritize
our Time with God and worship of
Him, we will be imitating the Holy
Family.
On this Feast of the Holy Family,
let us reclaim the beauty and importance of family life. Let’s commit
to steward our families well in 2019,
making time spent with God and
practicing our faith the most important appointments on our family
calendars.
© catholicsteward.com
Aleteia.org
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PRAYERS & READINGS
P
H
: Corinne
Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner, Maria
Palfy, Julian D’Orazio, Maria
Morales, Michael Fullam, Mary
Corcoran, Tim Dippel, Alice
Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed
Rofi, Guillermo Maldonado,
Helen Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ann Sassaman,
Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank Henriquez, Patricia Boyce, Louanne Armstrong,
Ruth Chavez, John F. Erickson, Debra Ulicny,
Roberto Barajas, Joseph Mongiello, Mary
Alice Spina, Sue Birmingham, Todd Monastero, Dan Petrella, , Kate Fullam, Marion
Fries, Isabelle Oravecz, Midge Malloy, Bob
Denney, Mary Pyne, William R. Ewing, Jackson Kahn, Marc Palfy, Mary Ann Gallagher,
Missy Schwartz, Eduardo “Lalo” Quintana,
Joseph Morelli, Gerry Hughes, James Buroker, Layne McHugh, Deborah Nagle, J.D.
Sobota, Joseph Cardile
R
P
: Julianne Adams Zelov,
Eva Marie Capriolo
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA; Pvt. Jessica
Flowers USA; Pvt. Michael Flowers, USA;
Capt. Rob Kersey, USN; Capt. Spencer
Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin Lansford, USA;
Pvt. Bryan McCormick, USA; Lt. Col.
James Merenda, USAF; Lt. Nicholas
Prestipino, USA ; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; Maj. Brian
Wallin, DO, USA, Lt. Col. Keith Benedict,
USA

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11
-13; Jn 1:1-18
Tuesday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5,
6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:14; Jn 1:19-28
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:29 -- 3:6; Ps 98:1,
3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34
Friday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn
1:35-42
Saturday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b5; Jn 1:43-51
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8,
10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
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encourages an Encounter with Jesus
F
S
: Enhance the Sunday experience of our worship to better enable people to encounter Jesus
 F
F
D
: Engage and enable our parish community to grow as a community of
Fervent Disciples through our ministries and a specific discipling effort
We have been working hard over the past few years and
will continue to focus in the future on these three missions.
Paramount to helping parishioners encounter Jesus is for us to become even more
Fervent Disciples. As part of that effort, you
all should have received our Christmas gift
this year of Dr. Edward Sri’s book “Into His
Likeness: Be Transformed as a Disciple of Jesus.” (If you have not received this
book, please look in the back of the Church
or contact the parish office.)
This small book is a quick read and a road
map to becoming an even more Fervent Disciple. We hope you will read the book between now and Lent (starting Ash Wednesday, March 6).
But this year, we are going to do a bit
more with our Christmas gift. During Lent
we will walk with parishioners who want to
go deeper in Faithful Connections Sessions that explore what it means to be a disciple of Christ
and how we can do that with assistance of Dr. Sri’s book.
Already in our parish, several Faithful Connections
groups have been walking in Jesus’ “steps” and gaining
insight into what it looks like to really follow Him.
More information on these sessions will be coming in
the new year.
Happy New Year!
Fr. Steve

From The Pastor
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In 2017, we at St. Norbert Parish participated in the Discipleship Maker Index (DMI) survey. Many of you responded to this survey sponsored by the Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI).
The survey is designed to measure parishioner’s opportunity for spiritual growth, engagement with their parish (e.g., Confession,
service, hospitality, bible study/workshops,
faith sharing groups, retreats), and beliefs
about faith while providing your leadership
with understanding about parishioners’ satisfaction with our parish, pastor and parish
activities.
Our response rate according to the CLI
people was “excellent” as 48% of our Sunday
participants responded (NOTE: The survey
was emailed and sent via letter to all registered parishioners. Responders overwhelmingly indicated that they were Sunday Mass
participants).
Results of the survey have been reported
to parishioners in the past and if you would like to receive a copy of the results, please contact Ann Simpson at
the St. Norbert Parish Office, 610.644.1655
One of the most heartening responses from you our
parishioners was that over 70% of the respondents are
growing in their spirituality, would like to grow more or
are in a period of rapid growth.
As you know, we here at St. Norbert’s have focused our
Parish Pastoral Plan since 2014 on three key missions:
 E
J
: Create a community that
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Today’s feast is new as feasts go, and it sets us this year
in a very modern crisis. Amid
conflicting schedules and
commitments, a young man,
testing the limits, has strayed
from his parents and gone off
to the big city. Mary and Joseph search frantically, only to
find the child Jesus in the
temple, conversing with the
elders and scholars of the law,
who are amazed at his wisdom.
In the time of Jesus, the temple was the religious center of
Jewish ritual. Outside of Jerusalem, people gathered in
the synagogues, centers of learning, for daily prayer and
study. Still, everyone longed to journey to the temple to
participate in the offerings, and to fulfill certain obligations of the law that could only be done there. On this

†
feast, we catch a glimpse of the family of Jesus: parents
dealing with the normal stresses of raising a child, and
yet completely grounded in the ways of faith and tradition.
There has always been an appreciation in Christianity
for the value of pilgrimage –
the journey to holy places that
is a symbol of our life’s journey
to God, and a sense of connection to important events in our
family history. During the
Christmas season, many of us
undertake pilgrimages to the
family homestead for festival
meals, to the parishes where
we were formed in the faith, or
perhaps even to a beautiful
manger scene or festival of
lights. There are few better
days than this in our calendar for spending time with the
family, especially on a short pilgrimage to a favorite
place. Just make sure that no one gets left behind!
–James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
Photo: Model of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.
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issues, thoughts, response to these initiatives and future
efforts. Please contact or talk to:
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Nathan Ball nathanwball@gmail.com
Brian Fila brianmfila@gmail.com
Mary Beth Fritz mbf1212@hotmail.com
Paul Lavallee prlavallee@msn.com
David Makowicz dmak1990@gmail.com
Marie Martino martinom666@gmail.com
Jeanne Oswald jandaruss@verizon.net
Stephany Ziegler sziegjr@aol.com
Martha Wilbur marthawilbur05@hotmail.com
OR
parishcouncil@parish.stnorbert.org
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NOTE: The content of this article is posted on our website.

In response to this Fall’s revelations of
clerical sexual abuse, your Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC) has been diligently working to respond to these disheartening
events.
So far, the PPC has responded in the following ways:
L
: The PPC has expressed our concerns in letters
and emails to:
 Pope Francis letter link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/
pdf/Parish%20Council/Final%20Pope%20Letter.pdf



Cardinal Daniel DiNardo President of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) email
link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%20Council/



Archbishop Charles Chaput email link: http://

Letter%20to%20Cardinal%20DiNardo.pdf
parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%20Council/Letter%
20to%20Archbishop%20Chaput.pdf Archbishop Chaput
response link: http://parish.stnorbert.org/pdf/Parish%
20Council/Letter%20and%20response%20to%
20Archbishop%20Chaput.pdf

P
: The PPC has created a special online petition
for parishioners and other concerned Catholics to sign
that recommends a specific way for our Bishops to provide ongoing public assurance that all instances of potential sexual abuse are being referred to law enforcement
authorities and that all credibly accused abusers are being removed from ministry. Link to Petition: https://
www.gopetition.com/petitions/request-for-us-catholic-bishopsto-certify-sex-abuse-reporting.html

M
H
N
: The last Thursday of every month, Fr. Arul has been leading a Guided Meditation
Holy Hour organized by the Parish Council. These evenings are designed to provide a time for all to pray for
those abused, our Church and parish. The evenings are
from 7-8 pm in the St. Norbert Church with prayer, Confession, Adoration, and Benediction. The next evening
will be Thursday, Jan 31 at 7 pm.
NEXT STEPS
R
: The Parish Council encourages you to review
these letters and, perhaps, send your own letter to Pope
Francis and our Bishops or forward them these letters.
P
: We encourage you to sign the online Petition and send the link to family members, friends and
other concerned Catholics in your network for review and
signature. The more signatures we can collect on the Petition, the more force the proposal will have when brought
to the attention of the Bishops and those in a position to
influence them.
C
: The PPC is continuing to discern, discuss,
evaluate and develop additional initiatives on this subject. We also want to hear from you about your concerns,

Visit Parish.StNorbert.org
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Please join us for Walking with Purpose
(WWP) starting Tuesday, Jan 8 at 9
in
the St. Norbert School cafeteria. We will be
continuing two courses:
1) Opening Your Heart, the Starting
Point
2) Keeping in Balance,

C
C

: Lisa McGowan at mcgowanlh@gmail.com
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Our next mission to serve lunch at the
St. Francis Inn in the Kensington area
of Philadelphia will be on Friday, Jan
18. The Inn serves the daily needs of the poor and homeless with food, clothing, and hospitality. Our St. Norbert’s
ministry has served every month for many years. Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older. Help break the cycle of homelessness and poverty. C
: Cal Fastuca
at cal.fastuca@me.com

CHRISTMAS
SCHEDULE
Don’t forget the coming Feasts
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, December 29, Vigil 5:30
Sunday, December 30
7:30, 9, 11:30
; 1:30
Spanish Mass, 6
SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD
Monday, December 31, Vigil 5:30
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 10
O
No matter what your present status is in the Catholic
Church; no matter your family or marital status;
no matter where you are in the practice of faith;
no matter your personal history, age or background;
no matter what your self-image may be; YOU are invited, welcomed, and loved at St. Norbert Parish.

St. Norbert Bulletin
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Our Respect Life Ministry
will sponsor the annual March for Life bus trip on Friday, Jan 18 to Washington, DC, in support of “all lives
matter.” C
: Joe Maxwell of the Respect for Life
Ministry at 610.955. 5701 or jf.maxwell@verizon.net
C
: Seat reservation S15 person for parishioners.
RSVP: Send checks to Joe at 2310 Pine View Drive, Malvern, PA 19355. T
: Bus leaves St. Norbert at 8:45
and returns at 7:15 . R
: Visit
the table in the Narthex the weekends of Jan 6-7 and 1314. To sign up for a spot on the bus, go to:
https://www.kofcpaoli.org/respect-for-life/
L
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Make your plans now for a
50+Group Spiritual Retreat at the
Family Life Center at Malvern Retreat House on Thursday, Jan 24,
from 9
-2:30
. Fr. James
McGuinn, a dynamic speaker and
Parochial Vicar at St. John
the Baptist
parish in Manayunk, will
direct our 2nd annual spiritual retreat. The retreat day will focus on
understanding what Catholic evangelization is, and how we can help
our parish and ourselves grow in
the area of evangelization. Fr. Jim
will inspire you to become a fully
devoted disciple of Christ. The day
includes Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, personal reflection time,
and fellowship over breakfast and lunch. C
: $36 per
person. RSVP early to reserve your place! D
:
Friday Jan 18. Drop off or mail the registration form below along with payment to the Parish Office. C
:
Barbara DiGuglielmo at bbarbdi@aol.com or
610.283.5548

R
50+ Day of Recollection at Malvern Retreat House
Thursday, Jan 24, 9
-2:30
Name(s):_________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________
E-Mail: _________________________________
Total Enclosed: ________ ($36/person, cash or check
payable to St. Norbert 50+ Group)
D
completed form with payment to the Parish Office
(50 Leopard Road, Paoli PA 19301) no later than Friday, January 18,
2019. If the Office is closed, just use the mail slot next to the front door.

C
S
First Honors: Haley Garecht
Second Honors: Abigail Griswold

...

B N

On Sunday, Jan 6, parishes across the Philadelphia Archdiocese will be holding a special Holy Hour to pray for an
increase in vocations
and for God to grant
clarity to men discerning the priesthood.
In our area, this
Holy Hour will be
held at St. Elizabeth Parish in
Chester Springs
Sunday, Jan 6 at 2
.
As part of the
Archdiocesan-wide
Called by Name program, parishioners are invited to
nominate men who you consider may make good priests.
If you know a young man, aged 16-45, who has the qualities to be a good and holy priest, you can nominate them
by visiting the website heedthecall.org/calledbyname.
Nominees will then be invited to connect with the Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood for discernment
programs and support.
Parishes throughout the Archdiocese are praying collectively as a community of faith on Jan 6. Thank you for
joining your prayers with theirs. For a full list of hosting
parishes, visit heedthecall.org/holyhour.
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Kim Daniels, Associate Director of the Initiative on
Catholic Social Thought and Public Life at Georgetown
University, will present the 2019 Cardinal Foley Lecture
on “From Anger to Renewal: Communications and the Crisis in the
Church” at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary on Monday, Jan 28 at 7 pm. Kim
was appointed by Pope Francs as a Member of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication in 2016 and has been a lead advisor to the US bishops and Catholic organizations on issues where Church
teachings intersect with public life, including immigration, human life and dignity, religious liberty, and care for
creation. She also was a leader for the Overcoming Polarization in a Divided Nation Through Catholic
Social Thought conference at Georgetown in June
2018. She is a graduate of Princeton University and the
University of Chicago Law School. RSVP: Kim Daniels’
lecture is free, but please register at https://goo.gl/
forms/b9TSkf6sopuyxKgk1 St. Charles Seminary is at
100 East Wynnewood Road, Wynnewood, PA 19096
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Saturday, Sept 21, 1 – 9:30 pm
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Join us for the 15th annual Xanten retreat
for high school students.
Jan 11-13
at St. Mary of Providence retreat center in Elverson.
R
:
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=88b9ef
C

: Clare Field at cfield@parish.stnorbert.org

D Y

T

H

...

R

S

?

St. Norbert Parish is developing a comprehensive Emergency Management Plan
and we need you! We are looking for individuals with experience in security, retired or active law enforcement or military to help serve
on our planning committee. C
: Barrie Fila at
filab@becket-lee.com Please include information regarding your experience and availability.
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New Training
Parents: Start your children early serving God,
helping your church grow and providing a special encounter with Jesus at every Mass for your children. Jesus
came to serve. Let’s teach all our children how to serve.
Grade school boys and girls 4th Grade and above from
CaFFE, home school, St. Norbert School and children
from private Catholic schools are needed as Altar Servers.
Training 3 consecutive Tuesdays Jan 8, 15 & 22 at
6:30
. C
: Laura Peterson at 610.644.1655 ext
121 or lpeterson@parish.stnorbert.org
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Men: Want to go deeper in your spiritual life? Learn
techniques master by the saints? Rediscover the true
desires of your heart? If so, That Man Is You is for You.
Join other men Thursdays, starting Jan 10, at 6-7:30
in the St. Norbert School Dining Hall. Learn a
structured approach to spirituality, make true progress in a
spiritual life, encounter Jesus and transform your life and
those around you. Featuring a hot breakfast.
C
: Tom Cancelmo at
tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com
R
: https://admin.paradisusdei.org/
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Nathan Ball nathanwball@gmail.com
Brian Fila brianmfila@gmail.com
Mary Beth Fritz mbf1212@hotmail.com
Paul Lavallee prlavallee@msn.com
David Makowicz dmak1990@gmail.com
Marie Martino martinom666@gmail.com

Jeanne Oswald jandaruss@verizon.net
Stephany Ziegler sziegjr@aol.com
Martha Wilbur marthawilbur05@hotmail.com
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Join us the 1st Friday of
every month for our Festival of Praise music to move
your soul with our own
FireHill Worship group.
The next FOP will be Friday, Jan 4 at 7:30
in
the St. Norbert Church.
Encounter Jesus through Contemporary Christian praise
and worship music. C
: Mark Griswold at
610.644.1655 ext.114 or mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
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Fr. Steve salbero@parish.stnorbert.org
Fr. Arul aamalraj@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon John jlozano@parish.stnorbert.org
Deacon Steve smartino@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Christmyer mchristmyer@parish.stnorbert.org
Dan D’Auria ddauria@parish.stnorbert.org
Clare Field cfield@parish.stnorbert.org
Ed Grady egrady@parish.stnorbert.org
Mark Griswold mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
Mary Kay Hennessy mkhennessy@stnorbert.org
Laura Peterson lpeterson@parish.stnorbert.org
Ann Simpson asimpson@parish.stnorbert.org
P
O
: 610.644.1655
O
D
: 8:30
to 3
or by appointment

