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Simon and Andrew, James and John were working when Jesus
called them. They immediately put down their nets and followed Jesus. Can you imagine? The disciples walked away
from their previous way of life and toward another, in which
Jesus and his way take precedence. They put aside anything
that would stand between themselves and the life of discipleship. Jonah acted similarly--he perceived the Lord's call and
responded without question. He literally walked a different
path, toward Nineveh. No doubt, Saint Paul's own dramatic
conversion was in his mind as he wrote to the community in
Corinth. The path of discipleship is about holy perspective. Do
not let anything stand between you and Christ.
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Simon, Andrew, James, and John abandoned their nets and
followed Jesus. The nets were their livelihood, the most important tools for their work as fishermen. For these first disciples, their nets represented all they knew life to be about, and
all it could be. Yet they put the nets aside, risking an unknown future in order to "catch people" as Jesus promised.
What do you need to leave behind? Most people will not be asked to give up their livelihood in order to answer Christ's
call. Yet we certainly must abandon everything that prevents us from living our lives authentically as followers of Jesus.
Sometimes we must let go of the life we know in order to embrace a living, compelling, meaningful life of faith in Christ.
Prayerfully examine your faith and life. Is there attachment to material possessions? Are there relationships or feelings
that prevent you from living and growing in faith? Is there a negative habit that gets in the way? Let go of what stands
between you and the Lord. Invite God's healing presence, forgiveness, and mercy to transform the nets--all that holds
you back--and risk answering Christ's call to discipleship.
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Jonah did not simply walk away from his previous way of life. He walked toward Nineveh. The disciples did not only
abandon their nets. They walked toward Jesus and to a life of discipleship. G. K. Chesterson is quoted as saying,
"Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been tried and found difficult." Yet Christian living is also
deeply meaningful. What would happen if you truly took the call to follow Jesus to heart? It isn't only about turning
away from things that are counter to the Christian way of life. As it was for Jonah, the disciples at the seashore, and
Saint Paul, a true life of faith is also about walking toward God, about loving God and neighbor, about risking an unknown future filled with life and goodness, holiness and grace.
T
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: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20
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“The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
— Mark 1:15
Sunday, January 21
Vigil
†Brian Zwaan
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Albert & Kenneth Fuchs
11:30
†Frank Adamiak
1:30
Spanish Community
6
†Brian Zwaan
Monday, January 22
6:30
†Suzanne R. deMarco
8:00
†Joseph Kelly
Tuesday, January 23
6:30
†Barbara Masse
8:00
Daylesford Abbey New
Abbot Election
Wednesday, January 24
6:30
†Leo Concannon
8:00
†Brian Zwaan
Thursday, January 25
6:30
†Delfino Finocchio
8:00
†Robert & Vera Valyo
Friday, January 26
6:30
†Mary Denney Murphy
8:00
†Robert Thorp
Saturday, January 27
8:00
†Theresa Pellegrino
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R U Listening?
“Come after me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” With these words,
Jesus invites Simon (Peter) and his
brother, Andrew, to follow Him and
be His disciples.
We often speak of the subtleties of
translation. In the original Greek in
which St. Mark wrote his Gospel, a
better translation would be, “Come
after me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” It is the beginning of a process.
We are called to that same process.
It is not as if it happens quite suddenly. It happens over time, and it is
a progression. If we are to be “fishers
of men,” we are to be evangelizers
and disciples of the Lord, and we are
to represent what it means to be part
of the Kingdom of God.
Of course, Simon and Andrew
“abandoned their nets and followed
him.” It may be more difficult for us
to “abandon our nets” so to speak,
but it does prompt us that we need to
make major changes in our lives if
we are going to follow Jesus.

†

Sunday, January 28
Vigil
†Joseph Stellabotte
7:30
Parishioners
9:00
†Brian Zwaan
11:30
†Michael D. Kinsella
1:30
Spanish Community
6
†Helen Holmes
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St. Norbert Parish aspires to
become one in Christ as a
community of Fervent Disciples,
who listen attentively for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and who
lovingly embrace Jesus, present in
the poor, the alienated
and the spiritually hungry.

P
H
:
Corinne Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner, Maria Palfy,
Ryan Schlecht, Julian D’Orazio, William Denney, Elena Prota, Maria Morales, Michael
Fullam, Aaron Gelstine, Mary Corcoran, Tim
Dippel, Alice Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed
Rofi, Guillermo Ramirez Maldonado, Rudy
Spina, Helen Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ed Welsh,
Ann Sassaman, Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes,
Frank Henriquez, Phyllis McCullough, Lonz
Baldino, Patricia Boyce, Louanne Armstrong,
Joan Schauble, Ruth Chavez, John Francis
Erickson, Trudy DiNardo, Sr. Helena Mayer,
John Valenti, Debra Ulicny, Roberto Barajas,
Joseph Mongiello, Mary Alice Spina, Sue
Birmingham, Todd Monastero, Dan Petrella,
Julianne Zelov, Guillermo Lopez
R
P
: Margaret Maguire,
Carlo DeValerio
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA; Pvt. Jessica
Flowers USA; Pvt. Michael Flowers,
USA; Capt. Rob Kersey, USN; 1st.Lt.
Spencer Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin
Lansford, USA; Pvt. Bryan McCormick, USA; Lt. Col. James Merenda,
USAF; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA; Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; CPT Brian Wallin,
DO, USA

Simon and Andrew, and then
James and John, were common
men, normal people. They had no
theological credentials nor did they
have any special status in the world.
Most of us are similar. Jesus did
not select them (or us) for who they
were. He called them for what He
could do through them. It is the
same with each of us. Yes, we are
called, but in order to really fulfill
our calling we need to follow and
© catholicsteward.com
trust in Jesus.
“To what outrages does Our
Lord expose himself in the
Blessed Sacrament that He
may remain in the midst of us!
He is there to console us,
and therefore we ought
often to visit him.”
— St. John Vianney
Catechism on the Real Presence

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:2022, 25-26; Mk 3:22-30,
Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps
24:7-10; Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:45, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1
-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-18
Friday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps
51:3-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps
51:12-17; Mk 4:35-41
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 69; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28
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Pastor’s Pulpit
How’re Your New Year’s Resolutions?

God’s Image In Us
I am still working on my New Year resolution and I asked
for your help.
As I mentioned in my Jan 7 Pastor’s Pulpit, my resolution this year is to be more reverent in Church and with the people I
meet. Reverence for the presence
of Christ in the Sanctuary and in
the Tabernacle. In addition, I need
to strengthen my reverence for others in the way I greet and interact
with them.
Several years ago, I taught World
Religions in high school. I must
confess that I think I got more out
of the course than the students. I
can remember the greeting that
many people in India and Nepal
use with each other. Their term is Namaste. This is an
ancient Sanskrit greeting still in everyday use in India
and especially when you are walking on the trails in
Nepal’s Himalayan mountains.
Translated roughly, it means I bow to the God within you, or The Spirit within me salutes the Spirit in you
which is a knowing that we are all made from the same

†

One Divine Consciousness. Imagine if this were truly believed and practiced.
As Christian and Catholic, we believe that the presence
of God resides in all people. The Imago Dei, the image
of God, is present in us all. Imagine how reverent and
respectful we could be to each other if we believed that
and practiced it.
In a few weeks we will be entering the Lenten Season
and will be reminded that we are all called to be more
reverent and respectful. I will try my best to call to mind
my resolution of being more reverent in Church and with
all those who I meet throughout the
day.
So, if I place my palms together
and bow to you, I am acknowledging the presence of God within you
and within me. Isn’t this something
very similar to the many ways in
which we greet each other at Mass?
“Peace be with you” and “The Lord
be with you” and “And with your
Spirit” are the manners in which we
acknowledge the presence of God
within each other.
There is a lot more to those
greetings than simply shaking hands. The handshake is
believed by some to have originated as a gesture of peace
by demonstrating that the hand holds no weapon. Interesting indeed…may we grow in reverence and respect.
I bow to the God within you!
Namaste,
Father Mike

Catholic Schools Week
Open House & Science Fair
Sunday, Jan 28, 12:30-2
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5. Over $350,000 in academic scholarships to the area’s most
prestigious Catholic high schools
4. Nine Neumann Scholars in 17 years winning full tuition
scholarships (representing the top 1% of archdiocesan 8th graders)
3. Terra Nova standardized test scores exceed the county, archdiocese and national averages
2. Strong academics including 1:1 iPad learning for all students —
within a faith-based community reinforcing values taught at home
1. 2015 U.S. Dept. of Education Blue Ribbon School — one of
only 50 parochial and private grade schools in the USA that year!

C

Registration Available For All Grades
: Mary Kay Hennessy, Principal, at 610.644.1670 for information or a tour
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That Man Is You (TMIY) starts up again on Thursdays,
Jan 18 to Apr 19 from 6-7:30
in the school cafeteria. This effort is an honest look at the pressures and
temptations facing men today in our modern culture.
TMIY seeks to transform men who will be capable of
transforming homes and society. This session is timed to
coincide with Lent and you don’t have to have attended
the Fall session to start this one. Check out videos and
sign up now at
http://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/
R
for this FREE program online at
https://ww2.paradisusdei.org/index.php/about/
location_detail/107196
C
: Tom Cancelmo at 610.254.7437 or
tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com for more information
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"How Can You Enrich Your Marriage in a Deeper
Way?" is a special evening coming Lent for Married Couples to unwrap the gift of the Sacrament of Marriage.
Join us Thursday, Feb 22, from 7-9
, in the St.
Norbert school dining hall. The evening begins with wine
and cheese, followed by an inspirational talk, some quiet
time with your spouse and finally with some takeaway
“Lenten resolutions” to help
strengthen your marriage and
to encounter Christ together as
a couple this Lent. This evening is hosted by our CaFFE Family Life Ministry and baby
sitting will be provided. R
: Mark Griswold at
610.644.1655 ext 114 or mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
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Greeters and Ushers needed for our welcoming
ministry. C
: Ed Grady at
egrady@parish.stnorbert.org or 610.644.1655 ext
115 for more information on dates, times and
places. You won’t be disappointed.

...

Positive Parenting Playbook is a 5week course on Sundays, Feb 4 to
March 11, from 10:15-11:15
, between our two morning Masses. This
program, led by Lisa Corcoran, will
empower you to parent your children
in ways that build up and help both
parent and child grow together. Topics
include:
 “Why they do that?” Understanding your child’s behavior
 “Motivating through encouragement”
 “Listen up mom and dad” Learning how to hear
your child
 “I own that” “I” messages and problem solving
 “Is there another way to discipline?”
Lisa is a long-time St. Norbert parishioner with 9 children, 6 siblings and 97 cousins, which may have led her
to study parenting. “God desires for us to have homes of
happiness and harmony and this workshop will help you
make that a reality,” she added. Husbands and wives are
encouraged to attend together. C
: $75 per couple and $65
for one parent or $20 per drop-in session if you are unable to
make the entire course. Workbook $20. Space limited.
R
:
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=3045a9
C
: Mark Griswold at 610.644.1655 ext 114 or
mgriswold@parish.stnorbert.org
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Over 180 people enjoyed a delicious breakfast last Saturday morning after the 8
Mass in appreciation of all
they do for our Parish Ministries. “The generosity in
time, talent and treasure here at St. Norbert’s overwhelms me,” said Fr. Mike. “We have over 50 ministries
and it astounds me that no matter what we are doing,
volunteers come out of the woodwork to help.” If you
missed the breakfast and would like to volunteer for any
of our ministries, please contact Ed Grady, Volunteers
Coordinator, at 610.655. 1644 ext. 115 or
egrady@parish.stnorbert.org
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Did you know that “The historian Flavius Josephus mentions more than a
dozen [messiahs] who lived in or near
the time of Jesus,” writes Scott Hahn
on page 40 of this year’s Christmas gift
to parishioners. “That’s a remarkable
number of saviors to appear in a land
the size of New Jersey, whose population was probably just a fraction of New
Jersey’s today.” Did you receive your
free book yet? Stop by the Narthex and
pick one up for yourself and one for a friend.
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During Lent last year, St. Norbert Parish participated in a
national Disciple Maker Index (DMI) Survey sponsored
by the Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI). This survey
looks at parishioners’ attitudes and beliefs regarding the
local Catholic community, spiritual
growth, personal beliefs and faith. Participants are asked about their participation
in activities such as Confession, Mass,
service, hospitality, bible study/
workshops, and retreats. Other questions
ask about parishioner satisfaction with
the parish, pastor and parish activities.
Demographic questions help form a profile of parish communities and survey respondents.
Thank you, everyone who responded! More than
600 St. Norbert parishioners completed the survey, an
excellent 48% response. Parishes normally see a 12-20%
response the first time they participate. Overall, nearly
82,000 parishioners from 366 parishes in 21 Dioceses

K

have responded in the last four years to the DMI Survey.
St. Norbert’s participation was made possible by a generous grant from a CLI benefactor.
The St. Norbert Five Year Parish Pastoral Plan (20142019) has three goals:
1) Encountering Jesus: To create a community that
encourages an Encounter with Jesus
2) Focusing on Sunday: To enhance
the Sunday experience of our worship to
better enable parishioners to encounter
Jesus
3) Forming Fervent Disciples: To
engage and enable our parish to grow as a
community of Fervent Disciples through
our ministries and discipling efforts
This survey helps gauge the vibrancy of our parish and
measure how effective we are in forming disciples. The
results are compared with all parishes in the study and
with the top 3 high-scoring parishes in the country. There
is a lot of data and we have been analyzing the results.
Below are some key findings and the date and time for a
Town Meeting to review the results with all parishioners.
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Parishioners Are Likely to Recommend St. Norbert’s:
Question: I would recommend my parish to a friend
Our Result: Close to 70% of respondents are likely to
recommend St. Norbert Parish to others.
The top-mentioned reasons are: 1) The pastor; 2) A vibrant and engaging Sunday Mass; 3) Feeling welcomed
and accepted; 4) Preaching connects to everyday life; 5)
Accessible information and communications; 6) Parish
helps them recognize God’s work in their life.
Comment: St. Norbert’s response lies midway between
the parish average (55%) and the score of the top 3 U.S.
parishes (85%). While there is room for growth, clearly
parishioners are passionate about St. Norbert’s.
Parishioners Want to Grow Spiritually:
Question: Which of the following best describes the
pace of your spiritual growth? 1) Period of decline; 2)
Stalled; 3) Content with where I am; 4) Growing Steadily; 5) Would like to grow more; 6) In a period of rapid
growth
Our Result: More than 70% of our parishioners are
growing steadily, want to grow more, or are in a period of
rapid spiritual growth.
Comment: In line with our pastoral goals, St. Norbert
parishioners are encountering Jesus, focusing on our
Sunday experience and growing as Fervent Disciples.
Efforts like the RESPOND: Deepening Discipleship
series are helping people go deeper and grow spiritually.

NEXT SUNDAY T
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Witnessing to the Faith:
Question: How does the parish equip parishioners to
share their personal witness story?
Our Result: Only 17% of respondents believe our parish is equipping them to share their personal witness story (the national average is about 16%). The response is
far higher (40%) in the top 3 parishes.
Comment: St. Norbert Parish is addressing this
through a strong support for faith sharing groups, our
monthly Witness Sundays, Bible study, and Becoming
Fervent Disciples.
Helping Parents Teach Their Children
Questions Agree or disagree: (1) One of my most
important responsibilities as a parent is helping my
child(ren) to know Jesus; (2) I have adequate support
from my parish to help my child(ren) grow as disciples
of Jesus Christ.
Our Results: While an overwhelming 61% of parents
feel they are responsible for helping their children to
know Jesus, only 29% feel the parish is providing
“adequate support.”
Comment: When this survey was fielded, St. Norbert’s
was just half-way through our new CaFFE Family Life
effort (Catholic Family Formation and Evangelization).
Other programs such as the Walking With Purpose
group for women and the new That Man Is You program
for men to help strengthen faith and form more Fervent
Disciples to meet these and other challenges.

D

J

Learn more about the DMI Survey results and join in a Q&A session Sunday, Jan 21 at 10:15
in the St. Norbert Oratory. I look forward to seeing you there. — Fr. Mike
C

: Mark Christmyer mchristmyer@parish.stnorbert.org or
Ed Grady at egrady@parish.stnorbert.org for more information
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The 50+ Group and the Easttown
Police present “Scams and How
To Protect Yourself and Your
Money” featuring Detective Andrew
J. Tritz III on Sunday, Jan
21 at 12:30
in the St. Norbert
School cafeteria following the 11:30
Mass. Detective Tritz is a member of the International
Association of Financial Crime Investigators and has a
Masters in Fraud Management. He will cover scams that
are plaguing our nation and local crimes. Free presentation and each attendee will receive a free copy of
“Money Smart For Older Adults: Resource
Guide.” Light refreshments to be served. C
:
Kevin Horan 610.883.7576 or kevin.horan1@verizon.net
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Our teens are on their annual
retreat this weekend. Please
pray for the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit to the future
of our faith on their Xanten
encounter with Jesus (Xanten
is the place where St. Norbert had a profound encounter
with Jesus that changed his life). Also pray for our Youth
Group year round at their Sunday gatherings: EDGE for
7th & 8th graders meets Sundays from 10:05-11;15
and the high school teens meet Sunday night immediately after the 6
Youth Mass. C
: Clare Kane
ckane@parish.stnorbert.org or 610.644.1670 ext 127
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The Knights of Columbus
(K of C) are well known world
-wide for their charitable and
disaster relief work. In the
USA, nearly 2 million Catholic
men were responsible for
raising over $175 million in
2016 for Coats for Kids, Ultrasound Initiative, Special
Olympics, Global Wheelchair Mission, Habitat for Humanity and numerous local charitable endeavors. Pictured above is our local K of C Council’s Christmas donation to St. Joseph’s House run by
John and Donna Kurtz who lovingly
embrace children of drug addicted
parents, older boys who have been
in foster placement for years, children with histories of abuse and
those suffering from attachment
disorders. Several of their children
have become priests and nuns.
Looking to get involve? Think
about the St. Norbert Council of the
Knights of Columbus. C
:
Wayne Lilly at w.lilly@verizon.net
or 610.296.8685
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Sundays: EDGE 10:05-11:15
Youth Group Room; Youth
Group following 6 Mass; Dads Basketball, 7-9 , Gym
Tuesdays: Dawn Seekers Bible Study, 8:30 –10
, Parish Office Dining Room; Walking With Purpose 9-11 .
C
: Lisa McGowan at mcgowanlh@gmail.com ; Young
Adults Faith Sharing, 7:30-9 , Parish Office Lower Level,
C
: Hank Fila at hankfila@gmail.com or 610.513. 9768
Wednesdays: OutreachFoodProcurementDistribution,10 1:30 ,Narthex;ChristianPracticeofYoga 10:30-11:30 ,ParishOfficeLowerLevel; JCREWYouthGroup,7-9 ,YouthGroupRoom
Thursdays: Adoration 8 :30 —8 , Oratory with Reconciliation 7—8 ; Legion of Mary, 9-10:30 , Sacristy Meeting
Room. Saturdays: Adoration 4-5 ; Reconciliation 4-5
or by appointment
U
:
Jan 25 That Man Is You! 6-7:30 , School Dining Room.
C
: Tom Cancelmo at tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com
Jan 27 Addictions Mass, 11
, St. Eleanor Church, 647
Locust Street, Collegeville, PA 19426. C
: Michael
Collins, 610.948.3413
Feb 2 Festival of Praise, 7:30 , Oratory
Feb 3-4 Outreach Food & Clothing Collection, 7 -noon, Narthex (food) & Parish Activity Center (clothing/house items)
Feb 8 Prayer & Healing Night, 7:30 , Church
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Please join the 50+ Group for
lunch and a performance of The
Diary of Anne Frank on Sunday, Feb 25. An optional lunch
before the show will be at
Toninos, 235 Lancaster Ave,
Frazer (Lincoln Court Shopping
Center) at 12
(no advance payment required — a la
carte menu with separate checks for each table). The play
will be at People’s Light at 2
at $26 a ticket. RSVP by
Tuesday, Feb 6 to reserve your place! Please Note:
Tickets are first come first served and must be ordered by
the deadline to hold these seats! Drop off or mail the registration form (below) and payment for theater tickets to the
Parish Office. C
: Michele Stevenson at 610.220.2867 or
Michele_Stevenson@msn.com or Rob Healy at 610.608.5059 or
rhealyconsulting@gmail.com
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Sunday, Feb 25

Name(s): ________________________________
Phone: _________________
Email: ____________________________
Number for Lunch:____ Number for Theater @ $26 each: ____
Total Enclosed: ________(cash or check payable to St.
Norbert 50+ Group)
Return or mail completed form with payment to the St. Norbert
Parish Office, 50 Leopard Road, Paoli, PA 19301 by Tuesday,
Feb 6. If Office is closed, please use mail slot next to front door.
Thank You.

