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God loves infinite variety. God creates every human person as an
unrepeatable being, each with a distinct purpose in life. Today, on
the feast of John the Baptist, we praise God for creating this one-ofa-kind powerhouse prophet and preacher. Maybe some of us share
personality traits with John the Baptist. Or maybe we
couldn't be more unlike him. God will use whatever gifts we have,
bold or discreet. God wants salvation to “reach to the ends of the
earth,” as today’s reading from Isaiah says, so we can all find a way
to serve the Lord. Nothing less than the salvation of the world is at
stake; we have received the “word of salvation,” Saint Paul says in
the Acts of the Apostles. Today’s feast is a perfect time to ask the
Lord what gifts we have, and how we can use them to share the love
of Jesus.
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I will make you a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach
to the ends of the earth.
~Isaiah 49:6

Teachers and coaches know how to modify their tactics to reach various learners. God does the same with us, perfectly assessing the
precise intervention we need in particular situations. God sent Jesus into the world at the ripest moment in human history. Although
plenty of prophets, for centuries, had foretold the coming of the
Messiah, the profound honor of meeting Christ himself fell to John
the Baptist. The Gospel of Matthew tells us what this blessed prophet was like: “John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair and had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.” Out of an infinite variety of people
throughout all of human history, God chose John the Baptist, in his wildness, to make us ready to meet the Son of God.
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Few, if any, of us would be likely to choose John the Baptist as the one to prepare the world to meet its savior. Most of
us would feel awkward around John, given his food and clothing choices, and his constant reminders to repent of our
sins. John’s own father, Zechariah, doubted God’s providence when he learned his wife Elizabeth would give birth to
John. As a punishment, the angel Gabriel removed Zechariah’s ability to speak. Luke’s Gospel reading today recounts
the moment when Zechariah acknowledges God’s plan for his son. He supports Elizabeth — who had trusted in God’s
providence all along — and regains his voice. Zechariah rejoices in God’s wisdom, praising God to all their neighbors.
John’s story reminds us how our instincts often run counter to God’s wisdom. Though we avoid awkward and difficult
people, God chooses a locust-eating man to show us the way to Jesus. The lesson of John the Baptist is never to underestimate the power and wisdom of God. This inspires hope! We, like John, are “fearfully, wonderfully made” (Psalm
139). God has beautiful plans for each of us.
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© J. S. Paluch Company

: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80
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"Behold, one is coming after me;
I am not worthy to unfasten
the sandals of his feet." — Acts 13:25

Sunday, June 24
Vigil
†Aimee Silverio
7:30
†Florence DiMonte
9:00
†Dorothy Sugar
11:30
†Joseph Manion &
Regina Westhoff
1:30
†Jorge Pedro Bruniard
6:00
Parishioners
Monday, June 25
6.30
†Marie & Jerry Hageney
8:00
†Dennis Nicholas
Tuesday, June 26
6:30
†Rita Ryle
8:00
†Clayton Daily
Wednesday, June 27
6:30
†Richard Ainsworth
Hinckley
8:00
†John Edmon Luke
Thursday, June 28
6:30
†Heleece Hourican
8:00
†Roberta Civial
Friday, June 29
6:30
†Christopher M. Brown
8:00
†Rev. Edward A.
Hamilton
Saturday, June 30
8:00
†Fannie Moglia
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Who Do You Trust?
Today is the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist (the Feast
Day of the birth of John the Baptist).
To say John the Baptist and Jesus
were closely related and connected is
an understatement.
Both were foretold by prophets,
especially Isaiah. The only record of
the birth of John the Baptist appears
in the Gospel of Luke and it is at the
heart of our Gospel Reading today.
A key player in this event is, of
course, John the Baptist’s father
Zechariah. Zechariah was a Jewish
priest, but when the Archangel Gabriel revealed to him that he would
father a child, Zechariah refused to
believe it. As a result he was rendered speechless until John was
born.
Zechariah had total trust in the
Lord, however. Although it was traditional at that time to name the first
son after the father, he and Elizabeth
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Beginning July 2, there is NO 8
Mass at St. Norbert’s till
September.

The Abbey has daily 8

Mass

PRAYERS & READINGS

Sunday, July 1
Vigil
†Robert Reger
7:30
Parishioner
9:00
†DoroLouis DeStefano
11:30
†Felice DiFrancesco
1:30
Por Las Almas Del
Purgatorio
6:00
†Adiel Vande Weghe
R

Gratitude

had been told that
they were to name
him John. As reported in the Gospel, Elizabeth said
“He will be called
John.” The family
protested at
which time Zechariah wrote “His
name is John.”
When he did that,
Zechariah could
speak once more. He did not say
“should be;” he said “is.”
The trust shown by Zechariah is an
example to us that we must trust in
God, not just when it is convenient,
but all the time. Those of advanced
generations know who Lawrence
Welk was. Born and raised Catholic,
Welk practiced his faith throughout
his life. He once said, “Never trust
anyone completely but God. Love
people, but put your full trust only in
God.” © catholicsteward.com
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The 2019 Mass Intention Book will
open on Friday, June 29 at 9
.
Requests from people coming to
the office will be processed to permit the broadest number of parishioners to have access to the Sunday
Masses.
Only three Sunday Mass
Intentions will be scheduled by any
family at one time, with no limit to
the weekday mass
intentions.
We do ask that you limit your requests on June 29 to a
maximum of 12.
Contact: Ann Simpson at
610.644.1655 ext. 110 for more information.

P
H
: Corinne
Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner, Maria
Palfy, Ryan Schlecht, Julian
D’Orazio, Elena Prota, Maria
Morales, Michael Fullam,
Mary Corcoran, Tim Dippel,
Alice Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed Rofi,
Guillermo Maldonado, Rudy Spina, Helen
Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ann Sassaman, Clare
Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank Henriquez,
Phyllis McCullough, Lonz Baldino, Patricia
Boyce, Louanne Armstrong, Joan Schauble,
Ruth Chavez, John F. Erickson, Trudy DiNardo, John Valenti, Debra Ulicny, Roberto
Barajas, Joseph Mongiello, Mary Alice Spina, Sue Birmingham, Todd Monastero, Dan
Petrella, Julianne Zelov, Guillermo Lopez,
Maura Tehrani Henderson, Allison Pollack,
Kate Fullam, Marion Fries, Isabelle Oravecz,
Mary Collins, Midge Malloy, Bob Denney,
Mary Pyne
R
P
: Dolores Albero
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA; Pvt. Jessica Flowers USA; Pvt. Michael Flowers, USA; Capt. Rob Kersey, USN;
1st.Lt. Spencer Lahiff, USMC; Sgt.
Justin Lansford, USA; Pvt. Bryan
McCormick, USA; Lt. Col. James Merenda, USAF; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF;
CPT Brian Wallin, DO, USA

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5,
12-13; Mt 7:1-5
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a,
36; Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps
119:33-37, 40; Mt 7:15-20
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-5, 8, 9;
Mt 7:21-29
Friday: Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-5; Gal 1:1120; Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2
Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7,
20-21; Mt 8:15-17
Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4-6,
11-13; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 [5:21-24,
35b-43]
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Journey to Holiness
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ple would acquire the rabbi’s virtues,” he said adding
for us today, “…After a year or two in a Bible study
and being mentored, rather than staying in the same
small group, the person who is being ‘discipled’ is
sent out to start a new Bible study group. Hence,
there is continual growth in mission and bringing the
Gospel to many more people. …we are called to continually go out and bring others into the Gospel encounter.”

“Discipleship is a life-long journey of ever deeper intimacy with Jesus,” said Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver
3) Care: “Practically speaking this means inviting the
when asked about the meaning and importance of disciperson to engage in works of charity with you, in
pleship for the Archdiocese of Denver.1
sharing the Gospel with others, or in some kind of
“To be a disciple is not something that happens in a
activity that helps build virtue or character. Any of us
single instant, [something] that is done and over with. In
who have helped in soup kitchens…or have gone on
fact, it’s the opposite. Like
mission trips to foreign
any friendship it grows concountries, know the impact
tinually through the converof those works of mercy that
sion of the heart and mind
change our lives. It is imto be more like Jesus. …As
portant after these encounSt. Paul wrote to the Christers to take the time to retians of Corinth, ‘the love of
flect on how they helped you
Christ impels us,’” he said.
experience an encounter
How does one become a
with Christ in the love of
disciple of Jesus? Accordyour neighbor.”
ing to Archbishop Aquila,
“When one thinks of the
4) Dare: “Pope Paul VI
importance of this mission
once described the final step
and of how we spend years
in discipleship as, ‘The pertraining for our various proson who has been evangefessions, it makes sense that
lized goes on to evangelize
Archbishop
Samuel
Aquila,
Denver
becoming a missionary disothers.3 And any of you who
ciple is a gradual and lifehave gone on a mission trip
long process.”
or evangelized someone else
“Christ spent three years
knows that the reverse is
forming the 12 Apostles. He
also true: that when we
taught them by his example,
share the faith with others
sent them out on short miswe are often evangelized by
sions, had them experience
the very people we are seekhis death and resurrection,
ing to evangelize,” Archbishand finally, sent them the
op Aquila said adding,
Holy Spirit. Only after this
“...Every believer is called to
period of formation did he
become a disciple who is
give them the mission to
spiritually fruitful. For
2
carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
some of you, God is calling you to focus solely on
What are the steps to discipleship, becoming fervent
forming your children or other family members first,
disciples?
and for others of you he might be giving you a call to
1) Prayer: “The first component of helping others to
reach out to people you don’t even know.”
become missionary disciples is to teach them to pray.
So, what does that mean to you sitting in the pews at St.
Spending time in persona daily prayer with each PerNorbert Parish on this Nativity of John The Baptist Sunson of the Trinity is the necessary foundation for the
day? When you go to a great restaurant or see a good
life of every missionary disciple,” Archbishop Aquila
movie, what do you do? You tell your friends about it.
said. There are many resources including daily reYou “evangelize” or “witness” for that encounter.
flections, Mass readings, Magnificat daily missal,
“Forming lifelong Catholics occurs best through witnessweekly Sunday gospel reflection groups organized by
es to the faith and living the faith in the world,” Archbishparishes, Eucharistic Adoration and more.
op Aquila noted.
2) Share: “[T]he second aspect of discipleship that is
If you’d like to go deeper in Praying, Sharing, Caring,
an indispensable companion to intellectual forand Daring to witness, contact Ed Grady at
mation: the mentoring or modeling component. In
egrady@parish.stnorbert.org or call 610.64.1655 ext 115
the time of Christ, this handing on of a way of life –
1 Discipleship Beyond the First Encounter, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquithe art of Jewish living, so to speak – occurred
la, Catholic Foundation Networking & Speaker Series, February 9, 2017,
through the rabbi-disciple relationship. The disciple
https://archden.org/archbishops_writing/discipleship-beyond-firstwould imitate the rabbi in everything, even down to
encounter/#.WykFJFVKiUk
2 Matthew 28:16-20
how he walked, talked and dressed. The thought was
3 Evangelii Nuntiandi, 24.
that by imitating even the smallest details, the disci-
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Join the 50+ Group for a wonderful Midsummer’s Night Evening
at Chanticleer Gardens in Wayne
on Friday, July 13 (rain date
July 20) from 4:30 to 8
. Chanticleer is a beautiful
garden located at 786 Church
Road, Wayne chanticleergarden.org. We will provide the
picturesque setting and you bring your picnic and
BYOB. Friday nights are very popular and the parking
lot fills quickly. Contact: Ann Higgins at 484.580.8805 or
abh1a@comcast.net
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Recently, six of our Youth Group teens talked at all the
Masses about their experience at the Steubenville Youth
Conference. This year, we are blessed with the opportunity to bring 90 teens to this weekend experience with
Christ July 20-22, however we need to raise funds to
make sure everyone is able to participate. “These trips –
especially ones with 90 teens involved – are just not possible without a supportive parish. We are beyond blessed
to have that here at St. Norbert’s,” said Clare Kane, Director of Youth Ministry. “So far, the teens would like to
thank all those who have contributed in support of the
trip for their generosity,” added Clare. If you would like
to contribute, there is still time. Please send donations to
Youth Group, St. Norbert Parish Office, 50 Leopard
Road, Paoli, PA 19301, Attention Clare Kane.

C FFE R
Early Registration is now open for our CaFFE Religious
Education grades 1-6 and monthly Family Program.

Discount before July 1st
Visit StNorbert.org CaFFE Online Registration:
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=b95d45
Parents of Rising 6th Grade Students: 6th Graders
are expected to attend CaFFE this coming school year to
continue their formation as disciples as they move closer
to the Sacrament of Confirmation which will be in the Fall
of their 8th Grade year. More information is forthcoming
regarding the Confirmation Prep program that will commence when they are in 7th grade.
Parents of Rising 2nd Grade Students: If your child
has completed one full year of religious education and
you would like them to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion this upcoming school year, you must submit the First Communion Application at https://secure.acceptiva.com/?
cst=e5717b in addition to your CaFFE Registration.
CaFFE Calendar for 2018-2019 can be found here:
http://parish.stnorbert.org/formationevangelization/caffe-religious-education/caffecalendar
Special Needs Children: Please spread the word
about our CaFFE class for children with special needs. If
you know of a family that would benefit from this ministry, please reach out to them and have them contact the
CaFFE office for more information.
C
: Mark Griswold, CaFFE and Family Life Ministry Director at
caffedirector@stnorbert.org
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A special thanks to all those that have helped make our
St. Norbert Parish an even more hospitable community
during the recent installation and reception for our new
Deacon Steve Martino and the annual St. Norbert picnic
including our Youth Group for face painting, the
Knights of Columbus for serving refreshments and
cooking hotdogs, the Spanish Community for cooking
the corn and cleaning up, and those who orchestrated
both events including Ed & Lorrie Grady, Sharyn Tehrani, Mijung Vaudens, Barry Barnett, and Bob Brink.
Thank you Fervent Disciples who tireless volunteer
making our parish Amazing.
— Fr. Mike
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St. Norbert School is looking for After
School Program enthusiastic and caring individuals to help monitor and direct activities for
elementary school-aged children. Applicants can sign up
for less than five days a week from 3-5:30 pm MondayFriday, for the 2018/2019 school year at $12 an hour.
Requirements: Pennsylvania Clearances and Archdiocesan Safe Environment Training (help directing applicants
on how to obtain requirements). C
: Geraldine
Donaher at gdonaher@stnorbert.org
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Beginning July 2, there is NO 8
Mass till
Mass
September. The Abbey has daily 8
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Over 20 women are participating in the Summer Book Club reading of
Bishop Robert Barron’s new book with John Allen, Jr., on To Light A
Fire On The Earth: Proclaiming the Gospel in a Secular Age.
This six week study was launched with a viewing of one of Bishop Barron’s
videos on the new evangelization called for by St. John Paul II. Still time
to participate. Contact: Mary Galloway at maryggalloway@aol.com or 610.356.8916. A special thanks for all the
food and donations from ACME for our recent picnic. The Paoli store has been particularly supportive of our Outreach
not only at Thanksgivings, but throughout the year in providing food to those in need. Please thank the management for
their support of St. Norbert’s the next time you stop into the ACME. Last week’s Witness Sunday featured Scott
Synder who became Catholic after years of attending St. Norbert’s with his wife and family. Scott told of his journey
and the friendships he developed through RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). If you missed it, you can view
Scott’s Witness talk video on our St. Norbert website at: http://parish.stnorbert.org/resource-center/videos--witnesssunday-parish-life-school/witness-sunday If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, the next session starts in the Fall. In the meantime, please contact Lorrie Grady at lhg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at hankfilia@gmail.com
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The next session of That Man Is You! will be starting in the Fall. Last year, over 60
men on a regular basis gathered to encounter Jesus and transform their lives
through the vision of man fully alive. Stay tuned for more information.
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It’s midsummer day! We have the advantage of celebrating one of the great hidden treasures of our liturgical calendar on a Sunday this year.
There are only three “nativity”
feasts on our calendar: for the
Lord, the Blessed Mother
(September 8), and today’s birth
of the Baptist. Today’s date is
anchored by the Annunciation
(March 25), when Mary learns
not only of her own child’s advent, but of Elizabeth’s child. We
are exactly half a year away from
Christmas Eve. There are strong
traditions around this feast. Just
as the winter solstice provides a
rich vocabulary for Christmas, so
does the abundance of light at
midsummer inform this celebration. Just as at Christmas, a religious festival spills over into culture. As summer light reaches its peak, the sun-drenched zones of
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northern Europe see people staying up all night, lighting
“St. John's fires” in the long summer twilight. Bonfires
seem to be the unifying force in
all these celebrations, kindled
along the shores of the St. Lawrence River (pictured at left) in
Quebec and Montreal, with harbor illuminations in France. You
may be most interested in the
custom in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
the Baptist’s own city. People
there will leap into the sea between midnight and dawn to
honor John. Why not find
your way to a pool, a lake, or
a sandy beach today and
plunge in to recall your baptism? It's a tradition!
— Adapted from Rev. James Field © J.
S. Paluch Co.
Photos: Quebec fire photo TripSavvy;
Puerto Rico AP Photo Ricardo Arduengo
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The Archdiocese of Philadelphia has created a new website: Hope in Christ: Spiritual Support for Addiction at archphila.org/hope. This clearinghouse website
will provide a resource for families posting events,
groups, meeting, parish activities and witnesses struggling with addiction.
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C
: Clare Kane,
Director of Youth Ministry at St. Norbert Parish
ckane@parish.stnorbert.org or 610/644/1655 ext.130

Join us in celebrating our
5th AbbeyFest 2018,
Sept 22 at Daylesford Abbey with an incredible –
and eclectic — line up of
artists including fan favorite Matt Maher (above)
returning for his electrifying 5th AbbeyFest appearance. High energy,
Grammy-nominated,
Building 429 (left) brings
an uplifting and unforgettable sound guaranteed to get
you out of your seats. Keynote Speaker Oscar
Rivera (left) combines his
unique life experiences with
a “Two Ton” rap approach
celebrating Jesus. Kentucky Christian rockers
7eventh Time Down
(left) blend their story telling with God’s mercy and
grace to explore a life of
faith. Touring with a new
single “Say Hello” and a
new album is the Grammynominated Rhett Walker
Band (below left). With a
mix of indie pop, dance
and thought provoking
songs, OBB (bottom
left) rolls onto our stage
with an infectious appeal.
As always, there are
fun games for children,
Holy Mass, Confession
available throughout the
day, plenty of food
choices, religious vendors and
great music that moves the soul.
Tickets on sale now and
follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.
T
: TheAbbeyFest.com

“God’s love is deeper and His plan greater than
anything the world can offer.” 1 John 4:9
Will you allow Him to reveal it to you?

AbbeyFest Ministries is an
independent, 501-c3 nonprofit.
All proceeds fund festivals
and concerts.

St. Norbert School is offering two camping opportunities
this summer:
S
C
: This year, there will be 5 weeks of
summer camp with language arts, crafts, science, art,
games and more. Morning and afternoon sessions each
day for Pre-K to 8th Grade. R
NOW at: http://
files.constantcontact.com/7cb83250301/5c0f99b6-b74f43d3-a09c-60d6c4121296.pdf
M
C
F
AC
: Two sessions:
1) Taste of Homemade Meals from Scratch August
6-10 9
or 12
session; 2) Sweet Creations, Delicious Desserts, August 13-17, 9
or 12
.
R
:
http:/files.constantcontact.com/7cb83250301/49d671a292f7-4af2-b7ec-246642efdc79.pdf

P
T M
: Join Fr. Michael on a
spiritual journey to Mexico, Aug 31 to Sept 6. Highlights: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Zocalo Plaza, Cuernavaca,
Taxco, Teotihuacan and more. C
: $1,795. C
:
Ron Pollack at rap76@comcast.net

REVEALED
JULY 20-22
STEUBENVILLE, OH
Joins teens from around the Archdiocese and thousands of other high
schools students for a life changing experience.
Sponsored by St. Norbert Youth Ministry
Register Online
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=ae73ba

