March 6, 2016

MASS & WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL: 5:30 PM
SUNDAY MASSES: 7:30, 9, 11:30 AM;

1:30 PM Spanish; 6PM Youth Mass
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 6:30AM & 8 AM; Saturday 8 AM
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4-5 PM; Thursday 7-8 PM
or by Appointment
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Thursday
8:30 AM—8 PM; Saturday 4-5 PM

CHURCH 50 LEOPARD ROAD, PAOLI, PA 19301

PHONE 610.644.1655 CLERGY

FAX 610.644.1928 REV. MICHAEL J. LEE, O.PRAEM., PASTOR
SCHOOL 6 GREENLAWN ROAD, PAOLI, PA 19301  REV. CARL W. BRASCHOSS, O.PRAEM., PAROCHIAL VICAR

PHONE: 610.644.1670 DEACON JOHN P. LOZANO

FAX: 610.644.0201
MARY KAY HENNESSY, PRINCIPAL

FOURTH SUNDAY
OF LENT

REPENTANCE

“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God.” So says Paul in the Second Letter to the
Corinthians. Isn’t this what Lent is all about? We
know that we are sinners, yet we don’t think about
it much. Lent is the time to think about all the ways
in which we have failed to be all that we hope to be
as followers of Christ. Like the prodigal son in the
Gospel, we accept the gifts that God gives but forget
the goodness of the giver. We waste our gifts on
useless works and useless things. We can’t wait to
get to the stores on “Black Friday.” We collect use-
less junk for our homes, our cars, and our children;
things that don’t contribute to our good character,
but only to our cluttered lives. We obsess over our
phones, our computers, and our i-thingies at the expense of our face-to-face relationships.

FORGIVENESS

“So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him,
and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.” To have seen his son a
long way off, the father must have been looking for him, watching every day, hoping for his return. The fa-
ther was ready to forgive, love, and receive back the son who wandered and squandered. And so our God is
with us. God'’s faithful love and compassion is always ready to forgive us, if only we would turn back to the
right way again. As Saint Paul says, “God was reconciling the world to [God] in Christ, not counting their
trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” In turn, we are to welcome oth-
ers into this new freedom and joy. “So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Jos5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
the old things have passed away;
behold, new things have come.

-2 Corinthians 5:17
Sunday, March 6, 2016

Vigil TBetty and tFrank Chow

7:30 Deceased members
Moscater Family

9:00 tRobert McNally

11:30 tEric Randall Miller

1:30 PM Spanish Mass

6 PM Members of the parish

Monday, March 77

6.30 tMr. and tMrs. Peter
Melchiorre Sr.

8:00 tPatrick Griffin

Tuesday, March 8

6:30 tJeanne Sullivan

8:00 tMarcy Wolfington

Wednesday, March 9

6:30 tHarvey Pollack

8:00 tFrank Fleischer

Thursday, March 10

6:30 For the Armed Forces

8:00 tDr. Andrew Corcoran

Friday, March 11

6:30 For the Unemployed

8:00 tRalph and tMary Elsie
DiFronzo

Saturday, March 12

8:00 tJohn Rutkowski

Sunday, March 13

Vigil tAntonio and tMassey
Pomanti

7:30 tFlorence DiMonte

9:00 tAnn Luketich

11:30 tFelice DiFrancesco

1:30 PMm tAngela Portocarrero
Barandiaran
6 PM Members of the parish

SENIOR UNIVERSITY
“HOW TO PROTECT
YOURSELF FROM SENIOR
EXPLOITATION AND

IDENTITY THEFT”
With Betty Dean, Customer
Relations WSFS Bank

Sunday, Mar 20, 3-4 PM

CONTACT: Kevin Horan

hisinsi12@verison.net
610.883.7576

Slewardship__

AMBASSADORS
FOR CHRIST

In our Second Reading from St.
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthi-
ans, Paul says, “So we are
ambassadors for Christ,
as if God were appealing
through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.” There
are two important points
intended for us in those
two sentences, especially
during our Lenten jour-
neys.
First, we are to be
“ambassadors on behalf
of Christ.” Then, as now,
an ambassador was one who repre-

sented a ruler, at that time most like-

ly a king, in dealing with others.
Paul’s meaning is that we are

called to represent our King, the
Lord, here and now in our dealings
with others. We do things represent-
ing our Lord and Savior, and we
need to recognize both that fact and
the responsibility which goes with it.

It is what being _{il_steward means —

PRAYERS & READINGS

PRAY FOR HEALING:

Corinne Kerrigan, William A. Ross, Anne

Sullivan, Steve Siple, Kathleen Paleudis,
Patty Kundert, Joe Monte, Brad Moser,
Vera Valyo, Carole Mahon, Carol
Vanchina, Matthew Rice, Debra Ulicny,
Joe Mensick, Greg Kleckner, Maria
Palfy, Pasquale Marino, Ryan Schlecht,
Julian John D’Orazio, William Denney,
Christel Bayster, Elena Prota, Maria
Morales, Michael Fullam, Arlene
Martino, Kitty McQuaid, Aaron Gelstine,
Timothy Shannon, William Liney,
Courtney Patterson, Leonardine Kravitz,
Mary Corcoran, Gwen Murphy

REST IN PEACE: Augustus latesta
PRAYERS FOR OUR TROOPS:

Capt. Dan Kohli, USMC

1st.Lt. Spencer Lahif, USMC

Sgt. Justin Lansford, USA

Pvt. Bryan McCormick, USA

Maj. James Merenda, USAF

Spc. R. J. Paski, USA

Alc. Matthew Paski, USAF

someone who is placed in charge of
gifts which come to us from God and
which are to be used in God’s behalf.
That should be part of our Lenten
efforts.

The second sentence reminds us
that we need to be reconciled with
God. Note that it does not say that
God is to be reconciled with us. The
duty lies with us and needs to be pre-

cipitated by us.

At this time as Easter
approaches, reconciliation
is important and neces-
sary. At a recent general
audience Pope Francis
declared, “I can’t be bap-
tized two or three or four
time, but | can go to con-
fession often and regular-
ly, and when | go to con-
fession, | renew the grace
of Baptism.”

© catholicsteward.com

MARCH 12 & 13

This year we celebrate 50 years of
solidarity with the Church in Latin

America and the Caribbean.
Please be generous with
your support.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11
-13b; Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5
-6, 8-9; IJn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8
-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; IJn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-
23;Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-
21, 23;JIn7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3,
9bc-12; In 7:40-53

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8;
Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-
27, 33b-45]
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Pastor’s Pulpit

A MINISTEROF...

PEACE AND CONCORD

Our “Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy” and this period of
Lent are times for all of
us to seek the mercy and
the forgiveness of God
and of each other.

In my homily the
week before last I chal-
lenged all, myself includ-
ed, to take “the cell phone
challenge.” | asked for all
of you to consider taking
your cell phone out (not
during Mass and not
while driving) and call
someone you feel would

be in need of your call.

If you haven't done it yet, today would be a time to
simply call a friend or a loved one and say hello or say |
miss you or on a deeper level to say | am truly sorry for
what | said or did to offend.

Recently, as | announced at this past weekend’s Mass-
es, we received a picture of our patron Saint Norbert. He
is known in history as a defender of the Eucharist and a
reconciler. In our Vision Prayer we pray that he as
“minister of peace and concord” will pray for us all.

The picture given to us is a copy of a photo of the statue
of St. Norbert at our Norbertine College in De Pere, Wis-

consin. It shows St. Norbert
holding two olive branches in the
form of a cross. | am not positive,
but the artist may be Tony Visco
the sculptor of the Prodigal Son
statue that is in our prayer gar-
den.

The St. Norbert picture will be
hung in the Oratory outside the
Confessional as a reminder of the
peace and mercy that is offered in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

In a book entitled, “Norbert
and Early Norbertine Spirituali-
ty,” Saint Norbert is seen under many titles. He is listed
as: Norbert of Xanten, Archbishop of Magdeburg, preach-
er and reformer of religious life, and founder of monas-
teries. He also faced several attempts on his life, gave
away his fortune to the poor along with his royal titles,
begged barefoot, and at the end of his life was chancellor
and adviser to the German Emperor. He was indeed an
individual full of life and mission. The community that St.
Norbert founded almost 900 years ago is called the Can-
ons Regular of Premontre which is more familiar to us as
Norbertines today. We here at St. Norbert Parish are part
of that tradition.

May we all as members of St. Norbert Parish become
ministers of peace and concord welcoming and praying
for those who are in need of the Love of God.

JESUS LOVES US ALL.

— Blessings of Lent,

Father Mike

1 Theodore J. Antry, O Praem, and Carol Neel compliers, Norbert and

Early Norbertine Spirituality (Classics of Western Spirituality), Paulist
Press, Mahwah, NJ, 2007.

Divine Mercy Sunday

Pope Francis has made mercy one of the hallmarks of his
pontificate. He proclaimed the Year of Mercy so that in
receiving God’s mercy in our own lives, we can extend it
to others.

All of us can do this in concrete ways, such as forgiving
our spouse or siblings. Perhaps there are relationships in
our lives that require healing. The poor, the vulnerable,
and sinners especially need us to be instruments of God’s
mercy. Through Divine Mercy, the great gift of Jesus’
cross and resurrection, we can hear Jesus once again say
to us, “Peace be with you.”

That peace lies at the heart of Divine
Mercy. It is the peace which Jesus won
for all men and women on the cross.
His Resurrection is the Father’s public
validation of Jesus’ victory over sin
and death. That is why Pope Saint
John Paul 11 gave the Second Sunday
of Easter the name “Divine Mercy Sunday.”
— Eric Banecker, Seminarian,
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary

SAVE THE DATE: St. Norbert’s will celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday on April 3 with Confessions at 1:45 Pm and a special
Mass at 3 PM. Stay tuned for more information. To learn more
about the Year of Mercy visit archphila.org/mercy
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News & Evenls

HEEDING THE CALL...

ANOTHER SEMINARIAN!

I am very happy to announce
that St. Norbert Parish will be
sending another seminarian to
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.
Parishioner Gabriel Fairorth
has been accepted by Archbish-
op Chaput to begin studies for
the priesthood this coming Fall
in the College division. Con-
gratulations to Gabe, his par-
ents Kathy and Steve, and his
family. We are very happy for
this blessing on him, his family
and our parish.

St. Charles Seminary was established in 1832 by Rever-
end Francis Patrick Kenrick, third Bishop of Philadelphia,
at his home on 5t Street in Center City. After four subse-
quent moves, St. Charles was settled at its present loca-
tion in Overbrook in 1871.

The Seminary may be one of the best kept secrets in the
Archdiocese. It occupies 75 acres on beautiful grounds,
with a wonderful library including over 20,000 rare
books dating as far back as the Middle Ages, and a fine
arts collection of more than 750 pieces including paint-
ings and sculpture.

This Sunday afternoon at 4 PM is the Annual Len-
ten Concert by the seminarians: Adoramus te,
Christe: We Adore you, O Christ in the Chapel of St.
Martin of Tours. Before and after the concert from 1-4
and 6-8, beautiful artwork will be on display and for pur-
chase in the Ryan Memorial Library. | encourage you to
go online and check out the seminary at scs.edu.

The Lord is blessing us with vocations to religious life.
Gabe will be joining one other seminarian from St. Norb-
ert’s along with two men in the diaconate program and
another currently discerning and applying to be a deacon.
Please pray for these men and all those considering voca-
tions to religious life. — Father Mike

ANOINTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GIVE...

THE AROMA OF CHRIST

Earlier this week, 107 of our youth
were confirmed, receiving the gift of
the Holy Spirit. This year, since our
Confirmation day fell on the feast day
of St. Katharine Drexel, Auxiliary
Bishop John Mclintyre used the read-
ings of her memorial Mass to draw
those being confirmed into those Gos-
pel messages and how Confirmation
calls us all to share in Christ’s mission

to promote life and dignity as priest, prophet and
king.

In the publication “Confirmation: Strengthened by
the Spirit, Called to Action,”™ our US Conference of Bish-
ops calls us to, “...share Christ's priestly mission by giv-
ing of ourselves daily in union with Christ's supreme sac-
rifice on the Cross. As prophets, we announce the
Kingdom of God in both word and deed and we witness
to the Gospel in family, social life, and community, and
in our commitment to human life and dignity. We share
the kingly mission by seeking God’s Kingdom of justice
in the world. We do this when we overcome the kingdom
of sin, give of ourselves, recognize Jesus in ‘the least of
these’ (Mt 25:40), and work for justice and peace. “

The significance of being anointed with the sacred
Chrism oil at Confirmation is to further strengthen us to
give off “The Aroma of Christ” (CCC 1294). The Chrism
oil is mixed with fragrant spices precisely to symbolize
this “aroma.” Those anointed by the Spirit at Baptism
and Confirmation share Christ’s mission as it says in
Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”

To further help those newly
confirmed this year, they were
presented with a St. Katharine
Drexel holy card (right) and a
personalized letter from Fr.

Mike: “As a memento of this

occasion, | ask you to hold onto

this letter from me to you until

your 18th birthday. | have a spe-

cial message for you and hope it

will have even more meaning

when you turn 18. It is my way of being able to com-
municate with you as you emerge on your next stage of
life following high school. May God bless, guide, protect
and keep you.”

NEXT WEEKEND

For Birthright
New Mothers

You can help with:

Similac Advance Formula, maternity clothes, baby
clothes up to 3 T, Winter clothes, infant toys, mobiles,
diapers, wipes, pacifiers, books, night lights, etc.

S roncors: 50+ GROUP * RESPECT LIFE
Drop off gifts in the Narthex * No need to wrap
CoNTACT: Honora Jackson at jacksonhonora@gmail.com
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ARE YOU HAVING. ..

TROUBLE WITH ALMS?

People sometimes have trou-

ble with Almsgiving in Lent.

“l don’t know who to give to,

what to give, or I always for-

get.” The next time you go

grocery shopping, look for the

2-for-1sales. Purchase two

and put the extra item in our

Food Cupboard. Then, every

time you eat the item — pea-

nut butter or pasta — say a

prayer for the other person that you gave the item to.
Remember what Jesus said: “What you do for least of
one of my brothers, you have done for me” (Matt 25:40).
Our St. Gabe Food Cupboard is in great need of nonper-
ishable food such as cereal, peanut butter, jelly, soup,
pasta, spaghetti, beans, rice and tuna. We are helping to
feed over 700 families weekly. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated. Remember: 2-for-1in Jesus.

SigN UrP Now FOR...

DAY OF SERVICE

Join us for our 2nd annual Lenten Day of Service on
Saturday, Mar 19 starting with 8 AM Mass and the fol-
lowing services (Please choose one):

Birthright: Deliver baby shower gifts collected at St
Norbert’s to Birthright of Coatesville. CONTACT Honora
Jackson at jacksonhonora@gmail.com or 610.296.0288
Highgate: Visit with Seniors at Highgate of Paoli Pointe
for a morning of games and fun activities. CONTACT
Marita McManus Maritamcmanus@verizon.net
Daylesford Crossing: Visit Seniors of Daylesford
Crossing in Paoli. CONTACT Kay Wasson at
484.343.0003 or wassonmk@yahoo.com

Bethesda: Help with small repairs, painting, etc.
CONTACT Manny at 610.291.0625 or
manny@menendezfamily.com)

GENERAL INFORMATION: About all these activities email
Maryann Piccioni maryannpiccioni@yahoo.com

A ST. NORBERT LENTEN TRADITION. . .

FRIDAY EVENINGS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Every Fri-
day, in the Church at 6 pM during Lent.
The photo at right of Jesus being nailed to
the Cross is from the Stations at the Colise-
um in Rome by Michelle Kilgore.

POOR MAN’S SUPPERS: Following Sta-
tions, you are invited to share a simple

meal each Friday during Lent in the School Dining Hall.
These meatless soups, all homemade by fellow parishion-
ers, plus bread and beverages begin at 6:30 pM till Mar

18. A free-will offering is asked and all donations are giv-
en to the Bethesda Project to help feed and shelter the
homeless.

ST. NORBERT YOUTH GROUP PRESENTS:

—
LIVING STATIONS ~~
Once again, the prayerful and powerful ' \
Living Stations of the Cross will be pre-
sented by our St. Norbert Youth Group in \ ~ /

the Church on Friday, March 11 at 8 pmM
and Sunday, March 13 at 7:30 PM following the Youth
Mass.

How WE DOIN’ON...

NO SNOW, NO SNOW. . .

The following number is

strictly for your information.

The cost so far for this win-

ter's snow removal and

salting was $17,460, a little

over budget. The Company

we employ is very reliable

and works in a very timely

manner. So my prayer this

Sunday is that the Lord will bless us with a beautiful
month of March with no snow! | do remember the say-
ing “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.”
Do lions like snow? | hope not. But whatever happens
with the weather, we are in God’s hands.

— Father Mike

CONFESSION & ADORATION EVERY

THURSDAY FROM 7-8 PM

COMEDY NIGHT

JOE CONKLIN
April 23, 7 Pm

Legendary jokester Joe Conklin
will entertain St. Norbert’s with his
hilarious impressions of sports
icons, political figures, and other
celebs with two other comedians.
The evening benefits
Knights of Columbus Charities
and our parish.

Stay tuned for more information

StNorbert.org
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SAVE THE DATE FOR 50+ GROUP...

SPRING BRUNCH

Make your plans now to at-
tend the 2nd Annual 50+
Group Spring Brunch Sun-
day, April 10 from 10:20
AM—12:30 PMm at the Waynes-
borough Country Club,
Route 252 in Paoli. Menu includes omelets, eggs Bene-
dict, waffles, pancakes, bacon, sausage, home fries, ber-
ries, fresh cut fruit, yogurt, salad, baked bread, two hot
entrees of the day, vegetables, coffee and juice. COST:
$26.50 per person including gratuity. RSVP with cash or
check payable to St. Norbert 50+ Group. Payments may
be dropped off at, or mailed to, the Parish Office. Please
include the name(s) of those attending. CONTACT: Moira
Murphy at 610.644.1969 or tigers.bisons@verizon.net

FAST FACTS:

GETHSEMANI ADDICTIONS: Now

more than ever, prayers are needed for

those struggling with addictions and loved

ones. Join us for two special Gethsemani

evenings: 12 Step Spirituality Faith

Sharing Group meets Sunday, Mar 13

at 7:30 PM in the Oratory. Open to those

in a 12 step program (AA, NA, Al-Anon, Overeaters Anon-

ymous, etc.,). CONTACT: Martin at 610.291.1140

Gethsemani Prayer Nite, Thursday, Mar 17, 7-8 PM, in

the Oratory where we pray and support family members and

loved ones suffering with addictions and those supporting

them in recovery. CONTACT: Mark Christmyer at

610.644.1655 ext. 131 or mchristmyer@stnorbert.org

SPRING TRACK: Registration closes today

March 6th for the St. Monica/St. Norbert

CYO Spring Track & Field Team:

www.wagdogs.com

MANUP PHILLY: This coming weekend is the 8th

Annual Archdiocesan Men’s Conference

will be held Saturday, March 12 at the -

St. Joseph’s University Hagen Arena. wﬁt?,f/

Featured speakers are Rich Gannon,

Curtis Martin, Chief J. Scott Thom-

son, Camden County Police Department

and Msgr. George Grima. REGISTRATION:

manupphilly.com/registration/

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARS:
PoOPE JOHN PAUL IT HIGH SCHOOL
Second Honors: Lorenzo Giannandrea

ST. JOSEPH’S PREP
First Honors: Christopher
Ix, Matthew Ix, Ryan Mannion, Alexan-
der Payton, Christopher Strohman, Jack
Strohman
2nd Honors: Brennan McManus, Edward Morris

CHECK OUT NARTHEX MONITORS & STNORBERT.ORG

KNOW SOMEONE IN NEED OF

PRAYER & HEALING

Thursday, Mar 10, 7:30 PM
Healing prayer, laying on of

hands, Reconciliation,
Anointing of the Sick all
in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament.
StNorbert.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

‘WEEKLY:
Sundays: Becoming Catholic RCIA (Rite of Christian Initi-
ation of Adults). CONTACT: Lorrie Grady at 610.644.4999
or Ihg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at 610.513.9768 or
hankfila@gmail.com or Joseph Abraham at 610.420.3251
or abrajos@hotmail.com; Youth Group following 6 Pm
Mass

Tuesdays: Dawn Seekers Acts Bible Study 8:30 Am
Parish Office; Young Adults Faith Sharing, Parish Office
Lower Level, 7:30-9 PM , CONTACT: Joseph Abraham at
610.420.3251 or abrajos@hotmail.com

Wednesdays Christian Practice of Yoga, 11 AM—noon
Youth Group Room; JCREW Youth Group, 7-9 P™m, Youth
Group Room

Thwrsdays: Adoration 8:30 AM—38 PM, Oratory with Recon-
ciliation from 7-8 Pm; Legion of Mary, 10-11:30 AM, Sacristy
Meeting Room

Saturdays: Reconciliation 3:30-5pPM or by appointment;
Adoration 4-5prPM

UPCOMING:

Mar 5 & 6 and 12 & 13 40 Days for Life Signups,
after all Masses in the Narthex

Mar 8 Women’s Word of Life, 7-9 PMm, Parish Office
Meeting Room, CONTACT: Maria O’Connell,
610.731.9402 or marialoconnell@gmail.com

Mar 9 Knights of Columbus, 7:30 PM, Parish Office
Meeting Room

Mapr 10 Prayer & Healing, 7:30 PM, Church

Mar 11 Living Stations, 8 PM, Church

Mar 12-13 Baby Shower for Birthright Moms, Church
Mar 13 Gethsemani 12 Steps Spirituality Night,
7:30-8:30 PM, Oratory. CONTACT: Martin K 610.291.1140
Mar 13 Living Stations, 7:30 PM, Church

Mar 14 School Lenten Reconciliation Service,
1:30-2:30 PM, Church Main Sanctuary

Mar 14 CYO Meeting, 7:30-9:30 PM, Parish Office
Meeting Room

Mar 16 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil, Planned
Parenthood, West Chester, CONTACT: Honora Jackson
at jacksonhonora@gmail.com

Mar 17 Gethsemani Addictions Prayer Night, 7-8
PM, Oratory.

Mar 19 Lenten Day of Service, CONTACT: MaryAnn
Piccioni maryannpiccioni@yahoo.com
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