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Vineyards were an essential part of the economy of Israel during the
times of Isaiah and Jesus. Vineyard owners had the difficult challenge of producing a rich harvest. Our readings from Isaiah and
Matthew describe God and God's creation in terms of the business
of vineyards. The two stories are closely linked, as Jesus borrowed
and adapted his parable from Isaiah. Using this rich imagery, we
can see the vineyard as all the places of God's creation and ongoing
work. The vineyard is our heart, mind, and body. The vineyard is
our family, neighborhood, and parish. The vineyard is the larger
Church and society, humanity and the earth itself. We are stewards
in each of these vineyards, blessed to enjoy them, and held accountable for their continuing fruitfulness. We are called to join God in
cultivating these vineyards, so that they may produce an abundant
harvest.
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The tales of the vineyard in Isaiah and in Matthew point to the larger story of God and God's people. We see that God is intensely passionate about us. God is deeply committed, like the
landowner who diligently prepares the vineyard. God has high expectations that the vineyard produce the fruit of a just
and compassionate society. God is highly disappointed and angry that the vineyard has produced bad fruit (Isaiah), or
has been treated as a prize to be seized (Matthew).
There are more chapters in the larger story that also need to be told. Later in Isaiah and in Matthew, we see that God
is also deeply compassionate and forgiving. Isaiah speaks of God's tender care, as a mother loves her child (Isaiah 49).
In Matthew, Jesus demonstrates God's forgiveness most dramatically on the cross. God is indeed most patient and resilient. God never gives up on us. God continues to pursue us, offering us love and grace, now and always.
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The powerful conclusions of the two vineyard tales are meant to linger in our memories. God indeed expects much of
us, to live justly and mercifully. However, we know that God is not prickly and impatient, as we might be led to imagine
if we read these stories out of context. The stories do invite us to ponder again who God really is. Especially during
times of difficulty or of failure in our lives, we might wonder how we might best understand the mystery of God.
The witness of the New Testament is clear. If you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus. Look at his patience
and mercy. Look at his compassion for the suffering, his passion for justice. Look also at the joy and healing experienced by those in his presence. As today's Gospel passage indicates, Jesus is the cornerstone, the starting point of coming to know our God.
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: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9,12-16,19-20; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43
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“You will rescue my life from the
pit, O Lord.” — Psalm Jon 2
Sunday, October 8
Vigil
†Arlene Martino
7:30
†Jon Lucks
9:00
Lord’s Blessing on
Carol Wolfington
11:30
†Arlene Martino
1:30
†Luis Gayoso
6
†Parish
Monday, October 9
6:30
†Joanne Hoffman
8:00
†Frank L. Morelli
Tuesday, October 10
6:30
In Thanksgiving For
Eleuteria Aqui
8:00
†Robert Reger
Wednesday, October 11
6:30
†Sandra L. Piliero
8:00
Grace for all marriages
Thursday, October 12
6:30
†Sophie E. Foley
8:00
†Alice & Ann Marie Spina
Friday,
6:30
8:00

October 13
†Frances Cicino
Lord’s Blessing on the
Mason Family

Saturday, October 14
8:00
In Thanksgiving for
William Fair
Sunday, October 15
Vigil
†Frank Boyle
7:30
†Jane Perry
9:00
†Joseph Stellabotte
11:30
†Felice DiFrancesco
1:30
†Jose Maria Pizarro &
Ricardina Jimenez De
Pizarro
6
For Our Parishioners
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To receive updates from us
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St. Norbert Parish aspires to
become one in Christ as a
community of fervent disciples,
who listen attentively for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and who
lovingly embrace Jesus, present in
the poor, the alienated
and the spiritually hungry.

Stewardship
Being Loveable
One of St. Paul’s favorite topics was
prayer, and today’s reading from his
letter to the Philippians is no exception to that. He says, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving,
make your requests known to God.”
For Paul all topics are appropriate
for prayer because we need to share
and consult with the Lord about everything.
God knows what is on our minds
already, of course, but He also desires that we make a conscious effort
to communicate with Him on these
subjects. In addition, Paul points out
that our prayers need to be infused
with thanksgiving. We should not
just petition the Lord and make requests. It is equally important that
we think about, identify, and
acknowledge our blessings.
We have often pointed out that
stewardship is a life of gratitude, a
way of living which encourages us to
focus on gifts, not on problems and
challenges all the time. If we strive to

†

have grateful hearts, our prayers
come much more easily, and we tend
to be much happier and more upbeat
in our lives.
The noted author, philosopher,
journalist, and theologian G. K.
Chesterton is well known in Catholic
circles because he converted to Catholicism during his life, and was an
excellent conveyor of the faith. In
terms of living grateful lives he said,
“I would maintain that thanks are
the highest form of thought; and that
gratitude is happiness doubled by
wonder.” That includes thanks to
God. © catholicsteward.com
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Deepening Discipleship
View homilies on StNorbert.org
Resource Center

PRAYERS & READINGS
P
H
:
Corinne Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner,
Maria Palfy, Ryan Schlecht, Julian
D’Orazio, William Denney, Elena
Prota, Maria Morales, Michael Fullam,
Aaron Gelstine, Mary Corcoran,
William Wilbur, Tim Dippel, Alice Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed Rofi, Guillermo
Ramirez Maldonado, Rudy Spina, Helen
Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ed Welsh, Ann Sassaman, Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank
Henriquez, Phyllis McCullough, Lonz Baldino, Patricia Boyce, Frank McMahon, Louanne
Armstrong, Joan Schauble, Ruth Chavez,
John Francis Erickson, Jim Cleary, Trudy
DiNardo, Sr. Helena Mayer
R
P
: Marie Gavula
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA;
Pvt. Jessica Flowers, Pvt. Michael
Flowers, USA; Capt. Rob Kersey,
USN;Capt. Dan Kohli, USMC; 1st.Lt.
Spencer Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin
Lansford, USA; Pvt. Bryan
McCormick, USA; Maj. James
Merenda, USAF; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; CPT Brian
Wallin, DO, USA

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jon 1:1 -- 2:2, 11; Jon 2:35, 8; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6,
9-10; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4,
6; Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3,
6, 16, 8-9; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 56, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28
Sunday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6;
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 [110]
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paragraph summary by the author presents a serious
challenge for “organized” religion.
“Religion will survive, but it will be a flexible,
open, equal religion that gives people a sense of belonging and meaning and that reaches less than
half of Americans. It is unclear where iGen’ers will
find community interaction to replace religion. Perhaps they won’t find it at all, content to rely on their
social media network, with deleterious impacts on
their mental health. Or perhaps iGen’ers will affiliate with others who share their interests rather
than building community through religion. Either
way the structure of American community will fundamentally change.”
This will indeed present a challenge. I had a sense in reading the
book that this must have been how
those individuals in Old Testament
times felt when confronting the issues of their day and the challenges
they faced to stay focused on God’s
call.
All the more reason that we, as the
Body of Christ, need to build a community of personal relationships that
encourage an encounter with Jesus.
It also challenges us to approach
the iGen’ers and even all of our parishioners with new media and communications that creatively capture
what a personal relationship with
Jesus can do for your life.
I hope you will join me and let me
know your suggestions for tackling
this daunting challenge.
Please stop by the Welcome Desk
in the Narthex at the back of Church
or send me a message using one of
the kiosks on the wall.
As Pope Francis said, “We need to
be a field hospital” and we need to be
Fervent Disciples lovingly embracing
Jesus present in the spiritually hungry. Let’s together feed the sheep. – Fr. Mike

Pastor’s Pulpit
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I recently started reading a new book called iGen: Why
Today’s Super-Connected Kids Are Growing Up Less
Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less Happy — and Completely Unprepared for Adulthood and What That Means for
the Rest of Us.
The book is written by Jean M. Twenge, PhD, a Professor of Psychology at San Diego State
University.
I first heard of this book when listening to a talk by Bishop Robert
Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles.
The book identifies our most recent generation with the title
“iGen” (1995-2012) referring to the
fact that this generation one might
say were born with an iPhone in
their hand. They are very different
from the Boomers (1946-1964),
GenX (1965-1979) and Millennials
(1980-1994) because, according to
Dr. Twenge, Facebook opened up to
anyone over the age of 13 in 2006
and thus, iGens have been born to
live their entire adolescence on social
networking sites.
For those who love statistics, this
book is for you. I, however, barely
made it through my statistics class in
college, so it was a challenge. However, Chapter 5 has been particularly
interesting to me. It is titled:
“Irreligious: Losing My Religion (And Spirituality).
I am not encouraging one to read
the book, but I must say the final
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What does a Fervent Disciple look like?
What do Fervent Disciples do?
How do I become one?
Join us each week for the next seven Sundays as we explore the attributes of a Fervent Disciple.
Starting this Sunday with “Recognize: Knowing that Jesus is calling you,” we will see how
Christ is calling us to be part of his vineyard, to follow him as a disciple and to bear fruit at home, at
school, at work and here at our parish.
Each week, Small Groups will consider a different Sunday theme (e.g., Engage, Share, Do) prior to
the Sunday Homily. C
: Ed Grady at egrady@parish.stnorbert.org or 610.655.1644 ext 115 If
you would like to be part of these Small Group discussions. Preview Fr. Steve’s challenge to us this
Sunday at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4vSWuFsHQm1Ml8xWndlNUFJQUk/view?usp=sharing
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This weekend is Outreach Weekend. As always, St. Norbert parishioners have been very generous through:
M
C
: Dropoff Fr. Burke Center
Second Mile Center: Located on 45th Street in West
Philadelphia, this center helps
people get back on their
feet. Items especially needed are
household decorative items, kitchen items, small appliances, dishes,
utensils, pots and pans. Note: All
items need to be in plastic bags or
boxes and dropped off at the Fr.
Burke Center before until noon on
Sunday Oct 8.
D
C
: Dropoff in Narthex Outreach room
St. Gabriel’s Food Cupboard: Items needed include:
Beans of all kinds; canned tuna,
chicken, fruits, vegetables, stew, lentils, and meats; healthy cereals, powdered milk in packets; rice brown
and white; olive oil; spaghetti and
sauce; and peanut butter. Please
NO snacks.
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: The 40 Days for Life Vigil for our parish,
outside West Chester Planned Parenthood, will be on
Wed, Oct 11 from 8
to 7
.S
: Sept 30 &
Oct 1 and Oct 7 & 8 in the Narthex.
C
: Honora Jackson at jacksonhonora@gmail.com or 610.296. 0288
F
D
: The Respect Life
ministry is having a formula drive again
this fall, for the benefit of Birthright of
Coatesville. The Drive will be the weekend of Oct 7 & 8 in the Narthex after all
the Masses. Preferred formula, as before, is Similac Advanced. C
: Honora Jackson at jacksonhonora@gmail.com or 610.296.0288
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Are you looking for more meaning in
your life? In all your busyness, did you
ever wonder about your purpose and
what God is doing with you? Do you
desire a deeper, more intentional relationship with God, yet aren’t sure how
to start? This fall, St. Norbert’s will be
offering a series of morning and evening
reflections on “Prayer Walk: Growing in our relationship with God
through prayer.” Starting the 4th Thursday

of every month – Oct 26 to Feb 23 with morning 9:30-11
am and 7:30-9 pm sessions – Heather Makowicz, MSW
and certified Spiritual Director, will lead five reflections
and sharings on:
1) Oct 26 Our Road to Emmaus — Discovering/Rediscovering our spiritual heritage
2) Nov 16 (3rd Thurs) Developing a foundation of
prayer
3) Dec 28 Fostering a daily awareness of God's presence
4) Jan 25 Encountering boredom, dryness, and distraction in prayer
5) Feb 22 Discernment and decision making
These mornings and evenings of reflection will include a
time of formation, silent reflection, and sharing. RSVP
Heather Makowicz at hjm041370@gmail.com or
484.919. 9808 NOTE space is limited to a smaller group.

C

...

B

C

Explore the Catholic faith each week to learn
about and discuss what the Church teaches, why
and how it is connected to a personal relationship with God. There is no commitment; the
environment is casual and conversational. Our
RCIA program (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). Invite a friend or a loved one. C : Lorrie Grady at 610.644.4999 or
lhg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at
610.513.9768 or hankfila@gmail.com
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Our Ministry to the Sick and Homebound needs people to
bring the comfort and solace of the Eucharist to the sick
or infirm in our area and be to be a parish witness to the
care and compassion of Jesus Christ. The time commitment varies (weekly to monthly) and is according to the
needs and schedule of the one visited and the minister.
Please consider joining this important ministry. C : Jim Ryan at jdryan17@gmail.com with any questions.
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Join the 50+ Group for a tour of the Miraculous Medal
Shrine, lunch and the Shrine art museum featuring over 500 works of
Marian and religious art on Thursday, Oct 19 from 8:45
–4
.
C
: $45 with box lunch; $35
without or bring your own lunch.
C
: Mary Galloway at
maryggalloway@aol.com or Carol
Shannahan at coy498@aol.com
Name: ________________________________
Email: ________________________________
Cell: _________________________________
Circle Turkey OR Ham Box Lunch $45 (number): ____
No Lunch $35 __ RSVP: Sept 25
Make checks payable to St. Norbert Church with 50+
Group in memo section. Drop or mail to the Parish Office, 50 Leopard Road, Paoli, PA 19301
Visit CatholicPhilly.com for latest Philadelphia news
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other. It is a great time of conversation and community. CaFFE
parents: please stop by for coffee between 10:15 - 11:50 .
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As young adults, we often ask ourselves questions regarding our future
vocation/career, relationships, the
way we relate with God, and many
other things. These are key times in
our lives when transition seems to be
a particular life task. With that in
mind, the St. Norbert Young Adults
will hold a Bonfire Night on Tuesday, Oct 24, at 7:30
, outside at the fire pit area behind the parish office building. Heather Makowicz, a
spiritual director at Daylesford Abbey and a parishioner
at St. Norbert's, will give a brief talk/reflection on transitions and our spiritual life. Heather will talk about times
of growth and change and how they can relate to our spirituality and prayer life. There will also be time for quiet
reflection and an invitation to share what you have discovered. Then time to hang out, socialize, and of course,
eat s'mores. :) Bring a chair or a blanket to sit on.
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Rather than go home and then return
to pick up your children in CaFFE
(Catholic Family Formation & Evangelization Program) or go to WaWa
or Starbucks, we’re now offering a
weekly Coffee @ CaFFE for parents to get to know each
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Saturday, Oct 28, 6-8
S .N
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$14

Featuring K of C Crab Cakes: 98% meat no filler
Served with homemade French Fries,
coleslaw & Tartar sauce
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kofcpaoli.org
Crab Cake Reservations
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KINGDOM JUNCTION
Over 25 families have registered for our new Kingdom
Junction with 9 to 13 little guests each week. This new
effort during the Sunday 9
Mass is designed for 1-5
year-olds so that their parents can confidently attend
Mass while their small tykes
are enjoying an uplifting
Catholic atmosphere. Drawing, coloring, playing, storytelling and cute Bible stories
are all part of this dynamic,
innovative effort. All volunteers working with Kingdom Junction are cleared
through the Archdiocesan safe environment process.
C
: Mark Griswold caffedirector@stnorbert.org or Kim
Savage at k7savage@gmail.com for more info or if you
would like to volunteer.

Friday, Nov 17
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C
: Mike Sanderson at
msanderson1462@msn.com
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Still time to join us for Walking with
Purpose (WWP) Tuesdays, at 9
in
the St. Norbert School cafeteria. For the
3rd year of WWP at St. Norbert's, we will
be offering two courses:
1) Touching the Divine that draws us
into a deeper relationship with Jesus as we
reflect on his personality.
2) Opening Your Heart, the Starting Point which
is our foundational Bible study recommended for all
new participants to WWP.
Childcare provided. C
: Lisa McGowan at
mcgowanlh@gmail.com
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When to enroll? Late penalties?
What’s covered and what’s not?
How much does this cost?
What’s supplemental insurance and how much do I need?
Bring your questions to this
great opportunity to talk to a
Medicare Specialist and those
who have navigated these
waters. This free program is
sponsored by St. Norbert’s
50+ Group and will be held on Sunday, Nov 12, 12:15
, in the St. Norbert School Cafeteria. Brunch refreshments served. Designed for friendly advise and NO
SALES PITCH. Learn how to get and stay Medicare Insurance ready:
Important Timeframes:
 What to do if retired or soon to retire
 Open Enrollment, Guaranteed Issue Periods, penalties
 When to enroll or defer Medicare Part B if not retiring at 65
 Changing carriers — how & when
What’s Covered and not:
 Secondary insurance
 Coordinating Supplemental & Original Medicare
Guidance regarding your personal
situation and more . . .
RSVP: Kevin Horan 610.296.4687
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Sundays: EDGE 10:05-11:15
Youth Group Room; Youth
Group following 6 Mass; Dads Basketball, 7-9 , Gym
Tuesdays: Young Adults Faith Sharing, Parish Office Lower
Level, 7:30-9 , C
: Hank Fila at 610.513.9768 or
hankfila@gmail.com
Wednesdays: ChristianPracticeofYoga 10:30-11:30 ParishOffice
LowerLevel; JCREWYouthGroup,7-9 ,YouthGroupRoom
Thursdays: Adoration 8 :30 —8 , Oratory with Reconciliation 7—8 ; Legion of Mary, 9-10:30 , Sacristy Meeting
Room. Saturdays: Adoration 4-5 ; Reconciliation 4-5
or by appointment
U
:
Oct 7 & 8 Outreach Food & Clothing Collection, 7 -noon,
Narthex (food) & Parish Activity Center (clothing/house items)
Oct 8 Gethsemani 12 Steps Spirituality Night, 7:30-8:30
, Oratory. C
: Martin K 610.291.1140
Oct 9 Marian Consecration Mornings 9:30-11 ; Evenings
7-8:30 . C
: Mary Galloway-Mornings 610.356.8916
or maryggalloway@aol.com or Peggy Kravitz–Evenings at
610.644.6538 or p.kravitz@comcast.net
Oct 9 Come & See About Catholicism — RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 7 . C
: Lorrie Grady at
610.644.4999 or lhg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at 610.513.
9768 or hankfila@gmail.com
Oct 12 That Man Is You! 6-7:30 , School Dining Room.
C
: Tom Cancelmo at 610.254.7437 or
tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com
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Oct 14 noon Rosary at
St. Norbert Rt. 252 Grotto
Oct 15, 9
& 1:30
Masses, 33 Days Consecration
Oct 15, 11 , Philadelphia Basilica Special Archbishop Chaput
Mass Consecrating Archdiocese to Jesus through Mary

Share the Bounty
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Save the date for the Bethesda Project Fundraiser on
Thursday, Oct 12, 6-9
, at Pomme, King of Prussia
Road, Radnor. Our former Pastor and Bethesda Founder
Fr. Domenic Rossi, O Praem (above left), will be
presented with the Lifetime Inspirational Leadership
Award and parishioner Ed Morris (above right) with the
First Annual Domenic Award. Tabled in the Narthex this
weekend. Still time to get tickets.

