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Our readings this week speak of God's promises and their fulfillment,
all in different ways. Isaiah presents a feast set in the future and hosted by God. Here the participants witness the astonishing generosity
of God. At the feast, God gives the ultimate gift, the destruction of
death itself. Saint Paul, confident in the fulfillment of God's abundant
promises, urges the Philippians to live in gratitude and patience. Today's Gospel, however, is more challenging for us to hear. While announcing God's generous invitation, Jesus also describes, in dramatic
imagery, how people may reject the invitation. Matthew reminded the
early church of the need to recognize God's summons and be prepared to participate fully in God's banquet. This complex and unsettling parable invites our reflection on the nature of God's invitation
and our response.
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The parable in today's Gospel is like a political cartoon or graphic
novel. It uses exaggerations and odd plot twists to convey its message. There is little attempt to be "realistic." Jesus
compares the rejection of him by the chief priests and elders to an outrageous imaginary scene. To its audience, it
would be deeply offensive that anyone summoned to a royal wedding banquet would violently reject the invitation. This
would indicate a full revolt against the king. The parable was a blunt accusation against the religious leaders.
In comparison, the people found on the streets who go to the banquet are like those who accepted Jesus during his ministry. They are the "unimportant" people who are surprisingly receptive to him. Matthew draws a stark contrast to accuse the priests and elders and to uplift ordinary people who recognize the presence of God in Jesus.
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The final scene introduces the unacceptably dressed banquet guest. Matthew is concerned here about the full readiness
of those who accept God's invitation. A superficial assent or participation is not enough. God wants our whole selves
invested here.
Jesus' followers are to be prepared for the banquet, as suggested by the wedding garment. The meaning of the garment
is not clearly explained. It's helpful to recall that a wedding banquet, then and now, is a profoundly joyous event. Being
dressed appropriately means being ready to celebrate. Our hearts must be ready to receive God's joy.
Indeed, it can be difficult to be receptive to joy when we have been hurt in many ways during our lives. Our pain may
cause us into close up, pulling away from others and away from God. It helps to remember that our God overflows with
joy and is eager to share the fullness of joy with us. In our times of suffering, God actively invites us to receive this joy,
and in turn to share it with others.
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: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 [1-10]
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“I shall live in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life
— Psalm 23

Sunday, October 15
Vigil
†Frank Boyle
7:30
†Jane Perry
9:00
†Joseph Stellabotte
11:30
†Felice DiFrancesco
1:30
†Jose Maria Pizarro &
Ricardina Jimenez De
Pizarro
6
For Our Parishioners
Monday, October 16
6:30
†Robert Christmyer
8:00
Lord’s Blessing on Della
Vecchia Family
Tuesday, October 17
6:30
†Suzanne Christmyer
8:00
†Helen Wilcox
Wednesday, October 18
6:30
Those fighting addictions
8:00
Elaine Clarke
Thursday, October 19
6:30
†Sophie E. Foley
8:00
†Patrick Hilferty
Friday,
6:30
8:00

October 20
†Bunky Mullray
†Daniel Mullray

Saturday, October 21
8:00
†Seraphia Galinta
Sunday, October 22
Vigil
†Isabella Lanza
7:30
St. Norbert Parishioners
9:00
†Joseph Stellabotte
11:30
†Linda O’Neill
1:30
Blessings on our Spanish
Community
6
†Edward Joseph Cabral
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If you are Not receiving emails from
the Parish, we don’t have UR email.
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St. Norbert Parish aspires to
become one in Christ as a
community of fervent disciples,
who listen attentively for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and who
lovingly embrace Jesus, present in
the poor, the alienated
and the spiritually hungry.

Stewardship
R U Engaged?
Today’s Gospel from the Book of
Matthew again includes parables.
We have been hearing the Lord share
parables with us throughout our
readings in recent weeks. Interestingly, Matthew contains 23 parables
(or teachings classified as parables),
while Luke has 28. Mark has only 9,
and John has none.
The first parable we hear today is
called The Parable of the Wedding
Feast. In this story shared by Jesus
for our benefit, a king is hosting a
wedding feast for his son. He sends
out invitations and people ignore
them or choose not to respond. It
may seem somewhat remarkable to
us that people turn down an invitation to a royal wedding feast.
Yet, the Lord invites us to join Him
on a regular basis through Holy
Scripture and the Sacraments. Many
ignore the invitation, and in most
cases are not even aware of the fact
they have received it. Those who
read this are aware of the invitation.
The question is “How do we respond?”

What do we do after we attend a
Holy Mass? What is our reaction to
the reception of Christ’s incredible
gift in the Eucharist? We may not
make light of it like some of the people in the parable, but if we merely
go our separate ways, and do not
strive to be active disciples, we are
basically doing the same thing as
those Jesus describes in this parable.
In one of his first appearances Pope
Francis declared, “Go make disciples
of all nations.” We cannot make
disciples unless we are ourselves disciples. © catholicsteward.com
“Here is a rule for everyday
life: Do not do anything which
you cannot offer to God.”
— St. John Vianney

†

PRAYERS & READINGS
P
H
:
Corinne Kerrigan, Greg Kleckner,
Maria Palfy, Ryan Schlecht, Julian
D’Orazio, William Denney, Elena
Prota, Maria Morales, Michael Fullam,
Aaron Gelstine, Mary Corcoran,
William Wilbur, Tim Dippel, Alice Bowman, Dorothy Wilson, Ed Rofi, Guillermo
Ramirez Maldonado, Rudy Spina, Helen
Gelstine, Peter Lim, Ed Welsh, Ann Sassaman, Clare Rossmeisl, Diana Reyes, Frank
Henriquez, Phyllis McCullough, Lonz Baldino, Patricia Boyce, Frank McMahon, Louanne
Armstrong, Joan Schauble, Ruth Chavez,
John Francis Erickson, Jim Cleary, Trudy
DiNardo, Sr. Helena Mayer
P
F
O
T
:
Pvt. Matthew Cress, USA;
Pvt. Jessica Flowers, Pvt. Michael
Flowers, USA; Capt. Rob Kersey,
USN;Capt. Dan Kohli, USMC; 1st.Lt.
Spencer Lahiff, USMC; Sgt. Justin
Lansford, USA; Pvt. Bryan
McCormick, USA; Maj. James
Merenda, USAF; Sgt. R. J. Paski, USA;
Sgt. Matthew Paski, USAF; CPT Brian
Wallin, DO, USA

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk
11:29-32
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5;
Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps
145:10-13, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b
-6ab; Lk 11:47-54
Friday: Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5,
11; Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps
105:6-9, 42-43; Lk 12:8-12
Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7
-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21
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Chicago and was appointed auxiliary-bishop of the Los
Angeles Archdiocese. How he is able to produce the inspiring weekly and Sunday homilies is amazing. I encourage you to go to his website WordonFire.org to view his
video commentaries on the Sunday readings, movie reviews, and topical current events. He must have tremendous organizational skills and a massive number of people working with him. Those old enough to remember
often compare him to Bishop Fulton Sheen.
In a video1 he just released telling how he came to write
To Light a Fire on Earth: Proclaiming the Gospel in a
Secular Age, Bishop Barron
explains what he sees as the
challenges of the twenty-first
century for believers in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. According to a review on Amazon.com, Bishop Barron
touches “on everything from
Jesus to prayer, science,
movies, atheism, the spiritual
life, the fate of the Church in
modern times, beauty, art,
and social media, Barron
reveals why the Church matters today and how Catholics
can intelligently engage a skeptical world.”
In the video, Bishop Barron says that he wants “Word
on Fire to become a religious movement drawing people
in where we use our internet outreach to draw people in,
especially lay people, and ask them to dedicate themselves to a certain style of life centered around evangelization, to become themselves evangelizers.”
Listening to Bishop Barron on this video talk about a
religious movement made me think of our St. Norbert
Parish and our vision “...to become a community of fervent disciples, who listen attentively for the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, and who lovingly embrace Jesus, present
in the poor, the alienated and the spiritually hungry.”
That is what we are doing with RESPOND as we look at
the scriptures for the next six weeks and discover how a
Fervent Disciple goes deeper into a personal relationship
with Jesus (see the article below).
– Fr. Mike

Pastor’s Pulpit
R-E-S-P-E-C-T. . .R-E-S-P-O-N-D. . .

“L

M F

”

R-E-S-P-E-C-T was a hit song for Aretha Franklin in
the late 1960’s. Last Sunday at the 9
Mass I had that
song in my head when I went to talk with the children
who would be going out into the oratory for Children’s
Liturgy of the Word.
The young children looked
at me like I had two heads,
and they had no idea what I
was talking about, other than
that they knew what the
word respect meant. I mistakenly said that the song
was by Sister Sledge, a Philadelphia group. I was corrected in a nice way by those in
the pews and the choir when
they let me know it was Aretha Franklin.
Imagine yourself singing
that song, but with the letters and theme of our Fervent
Discipleship…………R-E-S-P-O-N-D. I can hear it playing in my head. What a wonderful manner of delving into
the meaning of Fervent Discipleship for the Parish. To be
so excited about the Gospel Message that we cannot wait
to R-E-S-P-O-N-D.
That reminds me of another song from the 1960s by the
Doors called “Light My Fire.” Recently, Bishop Robert
Barron has come out with a new book titled To Light a
Fire on Earth: Proclaiming the Gospel in a Secular Age.
I have been a follower of Bishop Robert Barron and his
message of the Gospel for several years. He put together
the CATHOLICISM series and it was an excellent summary of our faith for believers and for those interested in
knowing more about our Catholic faith.
Bishop Barron was rector of Mundelein Seminary in

1

https://bishopbarronbooks.com/to-light-a-fire-interview
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What does McDonald’s have to do with this Sunday’s Scripture readings?
As Deacon John explores “Engage” in our RESPOND: Deepening
Discipleship theme, he asks us, “Do we go to church like we’re placing an
order: ‘Give me a good sermon...good music and supersize me on the
music. If I get that, I’ll be OK and outta here before the last song is done.
I’ll get something out of this, but I won’t be engaged.’”
This week’s homily will be about why we should be engaged, what difference it makes, and how Fervent Disciples become engaged. View this
preview by Deacon John at StNorbert.org homilies or at:
https://vimeo.com/237160513
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Everyone’s invited — School,
CaFFE, and all Goblins — to the
annual St. Norbert Trunk or
Treat Halloween party in our
parking lot on Oct 29, from 3-5
. Kids, parents, all are coming together to make this a safe,
boo-licious event. Rain or shine,
registration required so everyone will know how much
candy to bring. RSVP: Registration form due Wednesday, Oct 18 with a $5 donation. Register online at
school.stnorbert.org and go to Trunk & Treat
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Because of a conflict, this month’s Prayer & Healing
Night will be held on Thursday, Oct
19, at 7:30
in the St. Norbert
Church. This is the same night as our
Gethsemani Evening of Prayer for
Addictions which will also be held on
Thursday, Oct 19, but at 7
in the Oratory. Both
healing sessions will include Reconciliation and Adoration which will
start at 7 pm in the Oratory and then
move to the Church. C
:
Laura Peterson at 610.644.1655 ext
121 or lpeterson@parish.stnorbert.org for questions
about the Prayer & Healing Night or Mark Christmyer at
mchristmyer@stnorbert.org or 610.644.1655 ext.131 regarding the Gethsemani Prayer Nite.
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Looking for more meaning in your life?
Ever wonder about your purpose and
what God is doing with you? Looking for
a deeper, more intentional relationship
with God, yet aren’t sure how to start?
This fall, St. Norbert’s will be offering a
series of morning and evening reflections on “Prayer Walk: Growing in
our relationship with God through
prayer.” Starting the 4th Thursday of every
month – Oct 26 to Feb 23 with morning 9:3011 am and 7:30-9 pm sessions – Heather Makowicz,
MSW and certified Spiritual Director, will lead five reflections and sharings on:
1) Oct 26 Our Road to Emmaus — Discovering/Rediscovering our spiritual heritage
2) Nov 16 (3rd Thurs) Developing a foundation of
prayer
3) Dec 28 Fostering a daily awareness of God's presence
4) Jan 25 Encountering boredom, dryness, and distraction in prayer

5) Feb 22 Discernment and decision making
These mornings and evenings of reflection will include a
time of formation, silent reflection, and sharing. RSVP
Heather Makowicz at hjm041370@gmail.com or
484.919. 9808 NOTE space is limited to a smaller group.
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Two very special weekends are coming up that tie into
our RESPOND: Deepening Discipleship.
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As part of going deeper and to
make the Sacrament of Confession
more accessible, we will offer Reconciliation before and after all Masses the weekend of
Oct 28-29. Why do we confess our sins? Check out this
short video from Busted Halo on Sacraments 101: Penance (why we confess) at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?time_continue=117&v=Wz5-vu6A58E
40 H
: Never encountered Jesus? Here’s your
chance during our RESPOND series with our annual 40
Hours Eucharistic AdorationNov 5, 6 & 7. For over
500 years, the Blessed Sacrament
has been solemnly exposed outside
of the tabernacle to be adored by us
for 40 consecutive hours of prayer.
During times of crisis, people would
gather seeking God’s intercession
for an end to war, epidemics, drought, etc. Today, many
gather in the presence of Our Lord during times of terrorist attacks, natural disasters and to give thanks for the
gifts God has given us. Why 40 Hours? The 40 hours
signify the 40 days of rain in Noah, 40 years the Jews
wandered in the desert, Jesus’ 40 days of fasting in the
desert, and the 40 hours between Jesus’ burial and resurrection. Make your plans now.
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Join the 50+ Group for a tour of the
Miraculous Medal Shrine, lunch and
the Shrine art museum featuring
over 500 works of Marian and religious art on Thursday, Oct 19
from 8:45
–4
. C
: $45
with box lunch; $35 without or
bring your own lunch. C
:
Mary Galloway at maryggalloway@aol.com or Carol
Shannahan at coy498@aol.com
Name: ________________________________
Email: ________________________________
Cell: _________________________________
Circle Turkey OR Ham Box Lunch $45 (number): ____
No Lunch $35 __ RSVP: Sept 25
Make checks payable to St. Norbert Church with 50+
Group in memo section. Drop or mail to the Parish Office, 50 Leopard Road, Paoli, PA 19301
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other. It is a great time of conversation and community. CaFFE
parents: please stop by for coffee between 10:15 - 11:50 .
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As young adults, we often ask ourselves questions regarding our future
vocation/career, relationships, the
way we relate with God, and many
other things. These are key times in
our lives when transition seems to be
a particular life task. With that in
mind, the St. Norbert Young Adults
will hold a Bonfire Night on Tuesday, Oct 24, at 7:30
, outside at the fire pit area behind the parish office building. Heather Makowicz, a
spiritual director at Daylesford Abbey and a parishioner
at St. Norbert's, will give a brief talk/reflection on transitions and our spiritual life. Heather will talk about times
of growth and change and how they can relate to our spirituality and prayer life. There will also be time for quiet
reflection and an invitation to share what you have discovered. Then time to hang out, socialize, and of course,
eat s'mores. :) Bring a chair or a blanket to sit on.
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Rather than go home and then return
to pick up your children in CaFFE
(Catholic Family Formation & Evangelization Program) or go to WaWa
or Starbucks, we’re now offering a
weekly Coffee @ CaFFE for parents to get to know each
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Saturday, Oct 28, 6-8
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$14

Featuring K of C Crab Cakes: 98% meat no filler
Served with homemade French Fries,
coleslaw & Tartar sauce
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kofcpaoli.org
Crab Cake Reservations
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KINGDOM JUNCTION
Over 25 families have registered for our new Kingdom
Junction with 9 to 13 little guests each week. This new
effort during the Sunday 9
Mass is designed for 1-5
year-olds so that their parents can confidently attend
Mass while their small tykes
are enjoying an uplifting
Catholic atmosphere. Drawing, coloring, playing, storytelling and cute Bible stories
are all part of this dynamic,
innovative effort. All volunteers working with Kingdom Junction are cleared
through the Archdiocesan safe environment process.
C
: Mark Griswold caffedirector@stnorbert.org or Kim
Savage at k7savage@gmail.com for more info or if you
would like to volunteer.

Friday, Nov 17
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C
: Mike Sanderson at
msanderson1462@msn.com
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When to enroll? Late penalties?
What’s covered and what’s not?
How much does this cost?
What’s supplemental insurance and how much do I need?
Bring your questions to this
great opportunity to talk to a
Medicare Specialist and those
who have navigated these waters. This free program is sponsored by St. Norbert’s 50+ Group and will be held on
Sunday, Nov 12, 12:30
, in the St. Norbert School
Cafeteria. Brunch refreshments served. Designed for
friendly advice and NO SALES PITCH. Learn how to get
and stay Medicare Insurance ready:
Important Timeframes:
 What to do if retired or soon to retire
 Open Enrollment, Guaranteed Issue Periods, penalties
 When to enroll or defer Medicare Part B if not retiring at 65
 Changing carriers — how & when
What’s Covered and not:
 Secondary insurance
 Coordinating Supplemental & Original Medicare
Guidance regarding your personal
situation and more . . .
RSVP: Kevin Horan 610.296.4687
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Join our St. Norbert School
(SNS) Denim & Diamonds
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov
4 at 7-11
at the Fr. Burke
Center. Special feature will be
“The Diamonds of SNS” photos
of the school children that will
be on display and available for
purchase. Take home lasting
memories while supporting the school. Evening includes
Photo Gallery, Live Music, food, beer, wine and 50/50
raffle. C
: $40 per person or $300 for a table of 8.
D
to purchase tickets: Oct 27. Register online:
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/
eventReg?
oeidk=a07eeljfzmi1ca943d8&oseq=&c=221cec10-25a111e3-b4d9-d4ae52a68661&ch=226e4060-25a1-11e3-b59c
-d4ae52a68661
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Oct 14 noon Rosary at St. Norbert
Rt. 252 Grotto
Oct 15, 9
& 1:30
Masses,
33 Days Consecration
Oct 15, 11 , Philadelphia Basilica
Special Archbishop Chaput Mass Consecrating
Archdiocese to Jesus through Mary
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Sundays: EDGE 10:05-11:15
Youth Group Room; Youth
Group following 6 Mass; Dads Basketball, 7-9 , Gym
Tuesdays: Dawn Seekers Bible Study, 8:30 –10 am, Parish Office Dining Room; Young Adults Faith Sharing, Parish
Office Lower Level, 7:30-9 , C
: Hank Fila at
610.513.9768 or hankfila@gmail.com
Wednesdays: ChristianPracticeofYoga 10:30-11:30 ParishOffice
LowerLevel; JCREWYouthGroup,7-9 ,YouthGroupRoom
Thursdays: Adoration 8 :30 —8 , Oratory with Reconciliation 7—8 ; Legion of Mary, 9-10:30 , Sacristy Meeting
Room. Saturdays: Adoration 4-5 ; Reconciliation 4-5
or by appointment
U
:
Oct 16 Marian Consecration Mornings 9:30-11 ; Evenings
7-8:30 . C
: Mary Galloway-Mornings 610.356.8916
or maryggalloway@aol.com or Peggy Kravitz–Evenings at
610.644.6538 or p.kravitz@comcast.net
Oct 16 Come & See About Catholicism — RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults) 7 . C
: Lorrie Grady at
610.644.4999 or lhg905@verizon.net or Hank Fila at 610.513.
9768 or hankfila@gmail.com
Oct 17 Walking With Purpose 9-11 . C
: Lisa
McGowan at mcgowanlh@gmail.com
Oct 19 That Man Is You! 6-7:30 , School Dining Room.
C
: Tom Cancelmo at 610.254.7437 or
tcancelmo@btcmarketing.com
Oct 19 Gethsemani Addictions Prayer Night, 7-8
, Oratory. C
: Mark Christmyer at 610.644.1655
ext 131 or mchristmyer@stnorbert.org
Oct 19 Prayer & Healing Night, 7:30
, Church.
C
: Pete Radice at prfr@comcast.net

Pre-K through 8th Grades

OPEN HOUSE
Tues, 11/7 9 am &
Wed, 11/8, 6 pm
6 Greenlawn Road, Paoli, PA
School.stnorbert.org
A 2015 National Blue Ribbon School

