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FOLLOWING IN THE
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS

LENT 2021: PRACTICE
THE CROSS OF CHRIST
A HOMILY FROM BISHOP BARRON
If someone came forward in time from the year 33 AD and saw the
symbol of a crucified man they’d think we’d lost our minds. It was a
frightening image in Jesus' time. It was an excruciating way to die.
Even to describe a crucifixion directly was just too horrible, and for
the first few centuries, Christians did not depict Jesus on the cross.
“Why would you have that symbolize victory?” they would ask.
What did Christians see in the symbol of the cross? They saw all the
dysfunction in the world placed on him. Go through the Passion
reading, what do you hear? You hear of hatred, cruelty, violence,
you hear of institutional injustice. It’s as if all the darkness of the
world came upon Jesus and he swallows it up with that phrase,
“Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” What they
saw in that sign was everything that the world can throw at us now
conquered. Now swallowed up in the ever-greater divine mercy.
That’s why Paul can say, “I preach one thing, Christ and Him
crucified.” When they heard that they thought Paul had lost his
mind. That’s what you’re preaching? A crucified criminal! Are you
crazy? But see Paul had met the risen Christ. And he knew that by
the love of God it was more powerful than anything that is in the
world.
When the first Christians held up that cross, they were doing it as
a kind of taunt to the Roman authority. The Romans said, “If you cross us, the cross is what
we will do to you.” It was a sign of Roman power; a sign of the power of the sinful world.
What the first Christians knew in light of the resurrection was that God’s love had definitively
broken that power. And so they taunted the world with the cross. Paul refers to Jesus as Lord,
and in his time those were fighting words because the typical Roman greeting at that time
was “Cesar is the Lord.”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

HOLY WEEK 2021

“The death of the Lord our God
should not be a cause of shame for
us; rather, it should be our greatest
hope, our greatest glory. In taking
upon himself the death that he
found in us, he has most faithfully
promised to give us life in him, such
as we cannot have of ourselves.”

St. Augustine

HOLY THURSDAY:
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord's
Supper
GOOD FRIDAY:
2pm Good Friday Liturgy
in English,
6pm Good Friday Liturgy
in Spanish
HOLY SATURDAY:
7:30pm Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY:
7:30am, 9am & 11am Mass
1:30pm Spanish Mass
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But no, Jesus is Lord. Because someone who Cesar put to death, God raised from the
dead and therefore Jesus is the true Lord.
What does the world today want us to do with the cross of Jesus? They want us to
make it a private symbol; a sign of our little hobby, Christianity. But that is
repugnant to the Bible. The sign of the crucifix is meant to be held up to all the
world, announcing that there is in fact a new lord, a new king. Jesus himself said
that “When the son of man is lifted up, he will draw all people to himself.”
The drawing of people to the cross, that is the work of the church. We call it
evangelization; sharing the Good News Did you know that the term evangelization
originated with the Romans? The evangelist was the person who went ahead and
brought the news that Cesar had won a victory. Christian declare the opposite, that
it is God who has won the great victory. And so today let us hold up the cross of the
crucified Jesus as a challenge to the cruelty and violence injustice and hatred of the
world as a sign that we know that the true Lord is Jesus Christ.
AN EXCERPT FROM A HOMILY BY BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
ON PALM SUNDAY, 2016

We'd like to extend a special invitation to you to come to Mass on Easter Sunday - either
in person or over livestream. It will be a celebration of spring and new life and we can't
wait for you to join us!
Of course, all Covid-19 guidelines will be in place; we want to make you as comfortable
as possible. For those who will be joining us over livestream, we are doing everything to
facilitate a beautiful and holy encounter with our Lord.
WE TRULY CANNOT WAI T TO CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTI ON OF JESUS WI TH YOU!

