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following in the footsteps of Jesus

THE MESSAGE OF MERCY

Divine Mercy Sunday
The characteristic of mercy has been attributed to God through out time. The Psalms sing of
His mercy and the letters in the New Testament spread word of it to the world of the early
Christians. The simple fact that Jesus was crucified so that we could be reunited with the
Father shows that God is merciful.
However, it seems that the the true depth of this attribute has been lost on the Church; or at
least forgotten among the oscillation between persecution and power that has been the
past 2000 years of Church history. Somewhere along the Lord knew it would be necessary to
more reveal the depth of His mercy and He chose to do it through a young woman named
Sr. Faustina Kowalska in Vinlius, Poland.
Sr. Faustina was 26 when Jesus first appeared to her, asking her to paint the image you see
above. Over the years that follow Jesus appeared to her many times revealing to her the
message of His Divine Mercy that was to be shared with the world.
As you can imagine, when she went to her superiors for council they thought she was crazy
(we would too if someone told us they were seeing Jesus). As a result she went through
vigorous psychological testing, the conclusion of which showed there was absolutely
nothing wrong with her! The visions she was experiencing were real.
From this point, the message of mercy began to spread. And eventually reached the ears
and heart of Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope John Paul II. This message of Divine Mercy is
part of his legacy as pope and saint. He describes the mercy of God as the presence of a love
which is greater than any evil, greater than any sin and greater than death.
This is the mercy that is available to us at every moment. It is a love that is longing to be
poured out on us and one that we can call on at any moment. In moments of temptation or
sin, of need or fear, of hopelessness or longing."JESUS, HAVE MERCY ON ME. I TRUST IN YOU."

TODAY THE LORD SAID TO ME,

AN INVITATION
As Catholics, we've been given some gifts that are hard to find elsewhere - namely the sacraments.
Come on now, where else can you find Jesus, 100% present, full God and full Man in a tiny host? No
where! Where else can you go into a tiny room and whisper your sins to another person? No where!
The humor found in the optics of the sacrament of Confession can't be lost on us. We all know a
person who has asked, "So you tell what you've done wrong, the guy says a prayer, gives you home
work and you leave? He can't tell anyone, right?" When we look at it from the outside, it does seem
strange and merely transactional.
However when we look at it from the inside, the clarity of its purpose reveals itself. When we confess
our sins to a priest we are saying them to Christ. The priest is His stand in, so that we might have a
physical voice and face to reveal His Love and Mercy. When we speak our sins out loud, we become
more profoundly aware of them. We acknowledge them more truly and see clearly where we're
falling short. When we bring our sins to the sacrament, we are forgiven.
Our sin is obliterated by Love. It is taken into the ocean of Divine Mercy that knows no end and it is
lost. Forgotten. What remains is us. And perhaps the effect of the sin, but the debt we own for
committing it is forgiven. We are forgiven.
What a weight to have removed from our hearts and minds! Have you ever heard those words, "I
absolve you." and felt the wave of peace wash over you? Or the prick of hope that reminds you that
you are good and loved? Or simply exhaled, maybe not feeling but knowing that things have been
made right? That is the invitation is given us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Not just to feel
good, but to receive the mercy that reunites us with and brings us deep into the heart of the Father.
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