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ENCOUNTERING EASTER

following in the footsteps of Jesus

The Resurrection account we hear this year is pretty short, and if your mind accidentally
wanders to brunch or where to hide the kid's Easter eggs you might miss some pretty
beautiful and revealing things in the reading.
Mary Magdala goes to the tomb early to pray, so early that it was still dark. She must have
been looking to mourn her friend Jesus, who had given her so much. How anxious and
confused she must have felt when His body wasn't there.
Peter and John race to the tomb. John is so eager to see the town and gets there first, but
waits for Peter. He must have wanted to go in, to discover what had happened to his friend,
but respected the role Peter had been given as leader.
The reading this Easter shows the special relationship that Jesus had with his friends. This
type of relationship is offered to us too. And not one that is distant or has strings attached,
but one that brings us into the Ressurection. A friendship that brings life from the death of
sin, joy from mourning, healing from wounds.
In our friendship with Jesus, we have someone who will walk with us through all these
things. Developing this friendship is what STEPS is all about. It's not meant to be just
another thing we have to do, but a guide of how to journey with Him. It's not a "holy to-do
list" but a way to encounter Jesus. It is this closeness to him that makes us holy.
We hope this Lent and Easter season that STEPS has helped you come heart to heart with
Jesus and grow in friendship with him, just like those who were at his tomb on that first
Easter morning!

SERVE - TITHE - ENGAGE - PRACTICE - SHARE

DEEPER INTO JOY!
Invite someone to join you at
Mass or Adoration this Easter
season. Or share it virtually on
your social media!
Don't let them miss out on
encountering Jesus' love.
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Happy Easter!
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Sometimes it's hard to believe it's been a whole year has passed since the
world changed. At the same time, it feels like 10! Along the way, we have

“But once Christ

lost so many things - loved ones, businesses, the feeling of security. Some

is risen, the

of us have lost time with family, or had entirely too much time with them!

gravitational pull

Each of us has experienced the losses this year in entirely different ways.
Each of these losses, great and small, carry with them the need to grieve,
for in each there's a little bit of death. Death of expectations, of persons,
of a dream. Think of the high school student who couldn't wait for senior
prom, but was never able to go. The grandparent who has yet to hold
their newest addition. The family business that is going under. All these
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things carry with them the tone and feeling of death.
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On Good Friday, each of these deaths is taken into the heart of Jesus as

that of death.

He enters into them with us. Then on Easter when He rises, so do we.

Perhaps this is

Everything is transformed. We enter into new life in Christ.
This doesn't mean that everything is fixed, that the difficult things are
reversed. What it does mean is that they are made new. This doesn't
mean that we just look for silver linings, though that's a good thing to do.
What it does mean is that even in the bleakest and silver lining-less of
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times, we know for a fact that Jesus has already entered into it. That He is

our situation? It

with us in our own Good Fridays and will bring us to Easter Sunday and

always seems as

the Ressurection.

if she ought to be

Many of us are still in the tomb, somewhere in between Good Friday and
Easter. In this season of spring and celebration of Easter, look for the
ways Jesus is resurrecting things and giving them new life. It will be
different for each of us. Perhaps a slowly healing relationship or new
hope in a difficult situation. It might take time, but even Jesus was in the
tomb for three days! We can be sure that resurrection is on the way, for
"we are an Easter people and alleluia is our song!"
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BENEDICT XVI

