MAY 16, 2021 - FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS
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For the past weeks, we've been focusing on SERVE.

SERVE: MINISTRY AND MISSION

Christ calls us to serve one another with the gifts and talents He has given us. We are called
by God to use our talents to serve the poor, the alienated, and the spiritually hungry in
ministries that serve our parish and in missions that serve people beyond the parish.
Service at St. Norbert means ministry and mission.
We give of ourselves through this ministry and mission. It costs us something - usually our
time and talents. Through this, we reveal Jesus' love for those we encounter. We become
his face, and hands, and feet and voice. Our gift of self gives Jesus to others.
At the same time, this service draws us closer to Jesus as well. We encounter Him in those
we serve, and our hearts become more like His. Mother Teresa said, "Whenever I meet
someone in need, it's really Jesus in Him most distressing disguise." As we reveal Jesus to
others, so too is He revealed to us through those we are serving. There is something
paradoxical about this; the more we give, the more we are able to receive.
This paradox is as present today as it was two thousand years ago when the Apostles were
first realizing what following Jesus really meant - that it would cost them something. While
following Jesus for us might not mean martyrdom, it still comes with its challenges.
In the Gospel this week, Jesus prays for His followers. He says, "As you sent me into the
world, so I send them." This prayer wasn't just for His current disciples, but for us too. The
words of Jesus to His Father ring through the millennia and speak blessing over us as we
go out into the world to be the face of Christ and the love of God the Father. He knew we
could face challenges, both within ourselves and in the world.
It is in those challenges though that the beauty of ministry and mission lies. As we give of
our time and talent to Jesus through the service of others, we are more able to receive His
Love and grow closer to our ultimate goal. That is, union with God.
It's funny to think that making a casserole or welcoming someone to Mass could bring us
into the heart of Jesus, but it's true! Even the smallest task, done with great love is a work
of ministry and mission.

PREPARED BY PRAYER
Jesus prayed for his disciples. He prayed that they would be
protected, joyful, strong, united, and full of truth. He prayed that
they would stay close to Him. Jesus knew that his Apostles needed
all the help and prayer they could get. That there would be
division and danger, times of trial and heresy. And he knew they
would drift away from Him.
This prayer, while said in the presence of His first followers, was
prayed for us as well. We often join in this prayer as we intercede
for the Church, our parish community, and those we love.
As we begin to emerge from the pandemic and life begins to take
on a new normal, we will find ourselves needing this prayer more
than ever. We will need the prayer of Jesus Himself over us, and
we will need to pray for each other. It will be a new and
challenging undertaking for our parish community to rebuild what
has been lost during the past 18 months. It is a challenge that will
be invigorating and life-giving to St. Norbert.
It is also a time to grow closer to Jesus than ever before. To walk
more closely with Him ourselves and pray for others that they
would be able to draw close to Him as well. It is a beautiful way to
participate in the prayer of Jesus from this week's Gospel.
We see this need for prayer and want to provide an opportunity for
our community to come together and join our hearts and voices at
a special night, called The Road Home. Of course we have an
opportunity to do this at every Mass and each week at Adoration,
however we want to do something a little different.
On Tuesday, May 18 from 7-8pm we will be coming together as a
community for The Road Home. We will pray together for our
parish that we will become even more so, a place of joy, strength,
protection, and especially a place where people draw closer to
Jesus.
We hope that in the coming months, many will feel compelled to
return to Mass and we want to be prepared for them - spiritually,
physically, and communally. The Road Home will be a time to do
just that! We will pray together, learn how to rebuild together, and
draw closer to the heart of Jesus. Will you join us?

the road home:
A NIGHT TO RECEIVE AND REBUILD

"Have
confidence in
prayer. It is the
unfailing
power which
God has given
us. By means of
it you will
obtain the
salvation of
the dear souls
whom God has
given you and
all your loved
ones." Ask and
you shall
receive," Our
Lord said. Be
yourself with
the good
Lord."
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MAY 18TH
7:00 - 8:00PM
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Julian Eymard

